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MAKING READING A PRIORITY

CAMPUS

Woodland Heights
Elementary School
Exemplary 2005-06

DISTRICT
Brownwood ISD

INITIAL IMPLEMENTATION
2003-04

PROGRAM SUMMARY

The goal of Woodland Heights Elementary’s program is to improve student performance in reading.

Key strategies of the program include teacher training in the use of a commercial reading program, dedicated daily
time for student reading, and monitoring procedures.

Outcomes of the program include increases in the percentage of students passing TAKS reading and performing at the
Commended level.

EFFECTIVENESS

Before

Prior to program implementation, in 2002-03, the percentage of students passing grade 3 reading TAKS was 86%,
compared to the state average of 90%. Commended-level performance was 38%, compared to the state average” of
19%.

After

After implementation, TAKS performance for all groups improved and remained consistently high. In 2005-06, 100% of
students passed grade 3 reading TAKS, compared to the state average of 90%. Commended-level performance
improved to 57%, compared to the state average of 27%.
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* State averages of Commended-level performance reflect all grades tested (3-11).
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CONTEXT/IMPLEMENTATION

Demographics (2005-06)

Grade Levels Served EE-3 Campus Enrollment 464
Ethnic Distribution Economically Disadvantaged 262 56.5%
African American 19 4.1% At-risk 158 34.1%
Hispanic 122 26.3% Mobility (2004-05) 61 17.4%
White 315 67.9%
Native American 6 1.3%
Source: AEIS
Background

e Woodland Heights had not been rated Exemplary since the 1997-98 school year.

e |Insummer 2002, another area elementary school was closed and about two thirds of students from that school
transferred to Woodland Heights. Grade 4 was moved to another campus, leaving Woodland Heights as an EE-3
campus. Woodland Heights was classified as a Title | campus for the first time during this period.

e A new principal, the fourth in four years, was assigned to Woodland Heights from the closing campus. The new
principal’s goal was to raise the campus’s accountability rating to Exemplary by redesigning the reading program.

e Prior to 2002, Woodland Heights used a commercial reading program, but it was not implemented uniformly
campus wide.

Procedures

e Teachers received six hours of training in use of the commercial reading program. The principal mandated the use
of the commercial program for every student in grades 1-3. Strategies included assessment of student reading
levels and matching student levels with appropriate reading material.

e The principal set the expectation that in grades 1-3, every homeroom teacher would devote one hour daily to
reading practice. This hour could be comprised of three different time blocks but had to be built into every
teacher’s schedule. During this time, students were required to read books.

e Students took a placement test to identify reading levels, and students and teachers set reading goals together to
monitor progress. Teachers and the librarian also reviewed weekly reports of student book usage.

e An annual refresher training was offered to teachers, and veteran teachers were assigned to train new teachers in
the use of the commercial program.
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CAMPUS/DISTRICT STAFF

Bob Turner, Principal

Woodland Heights Elementary School
Brownwood ISD

3900 Fourth Street

Brownwood, TX 76801

325-646-8633

Kimber Bennett, Counselor
Woodland Heights Elementary School
Brownwood ISD

3900 Fourth Street

Brownwood, TX 76801

325-646-8633

Dr. Sue Jones, Superintendent
Brownwood ISD

2707 Southside

Brownwood, TX 76801
325-643-5644

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) is seeking feedback about the best practice summaries.

Please take one minute to answer the feedback survey (six questions).

Best Practices Feedback Survey
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http://www.questionpro.com/akira/TakeSurvey?id=1095103

