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Statement of the Case


Petitioner, State Board for Educator Certification, requests the immediate revocation of Respondent’s paraprofessional certificate. 


A hearing was held on July 3, 1997, before Christopher Maska, the Administrative Law Judge appointed by the Commissioner of Education.  Subsequently, Paula Hamje was appointed substitute Administrative Law Judge by the Commissioner of Education.  Petitioner is represented by Raul A. Gonzalez, Attorney at Law, Austin, Texas.  Respondent failed to answer or appear after due and proper notice.  Petitioner’s motion to deem all well pled factual allegations as true should be granted.


On December 15, 1997, the Administrative Law Judge issued a Proposal for Decision recommending that Petitioner’s request be granted and Respondent’s Texas Teacher Certificate be revoked.  No exceptions were filed.

Findings of Fact


After due consideration of the evidence and matters officially noticed, in my capacity as Commissioner of Education, I make the following Findings of Fact:


1.
Respondent, Samuel Trevino, is the holder of Texas Paraprofessional Certificate No. 465-45-60-57, duly issued under the provisions of the Texas Education Code.


2.
Beginning on or about March 7, 1988 until on or about June 1, 1996,  Respondent was employed as an Educational Aide I at George I. Sanchez Elementary School, Houston ISD.


3.
On or about February 11, 1996, Respondent forged and cashed two checks (Numbers 920353 and 920354) stolen from his above-referenced place of employment at Del Sol Restaurant in Houston, Texas.


4.
Respondent pled guilty and was adjudged guilty of the felony crime of forgery on or about June 18, 1996 in the 208th District Court, Harris County, Cause Number 725439.


5.
Respondent received a three-year suspended sentence from the above court, a fine of $500.00, and an order to pay the school restitution. 

Discussion


Respondent committed a felony by stealing money from the school which employed him.  Prior to the hearing, Respondent represented to the agency he would surrender his license; however, such surrender failed to take place.  Respondent’s felonious conduct renders him unworthy to instruct the youth of Texas.

Conclusions of Law

After due consideration of the record, matters officially noticed, and the foregoing Findings of Fact, in my capacity as Commissioner of Education, I make the following Conclusions of Law:


1.
The Commissioner of Education has jurisdiction over the instant matter pursuant to Tex. Educ. Code §13.046, as continued by S.B.1 (Acts 1995).


2.
Respondent Samuel Trevino is unworthy to instruct the youth of this state due to his unlawful conduct of stealing and forging checks belonging to his employer, Sanchez Elementary School.  Tex. Educ. Code §13.046.


3.
Respondent’s Texas Paraprofessional Certificate No. 465-45-6057 should be revoked.


4.
Respondent is directed to submit any and all copies of his Texas Paraprofessional Certificate to the State Board for Educator Certification.


5.
The State Board for Educator Certification should prepare and distribute notices advising the public of the revocation of Respondent’s teaching certificate.


6.
Petitioner’s request should be granted.

O R D E R


After due consideration of the record, matters officially noticed, and the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, in my capacity as Commissioner of Education, it is hereby


ORDERED that Respondent’s Texas Paraprofessional Certificate No. 465-45-6057 be, and is hereby, REVOKED; and


FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent forward any and all copies of his Texas Paraprofessional Certificate to the State Board for Educator Certification; and


FURTHER ORDERED that the State Board for Educator Certification prepare and distribute notices advising the public of the revocation of Respondent’s certificate; and

FURTHER ORDERED that Petitioner’s request be, and is hereby, GRANTED.


SIGNED AND ISSUED this 11th day of MAY, 1998.
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