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ORDER OF DISMISSAL
BE IT KNOWN that on this date came on for consideration the Majority Decision Report filed by the Teachers Professional Practices Commission which unanimously recommends a finding that Robert Reyes is not in violation of the Code of Ethics and Standard Practices for Texas Educators and which further recommends that this matter be DISMISSED

THEREFORE, after due consideration of this Report and the supporting record, it is

ORDERED, that this matter be, in all things DISMISSED.

SIGNED AND ENTERED this 20th day of SEPTEMBER, 1985.

_______________________

WILLIAM N.  KIRBY

Commissioner of Education

Teachers' Professional Practices Commission of Texas

Majority Decision Report

Karin Shipman v.  Robert Reyes

Docket No.  035-PPC-1184

The complaint was heard on Friday, March 1, 1985, at the Texas Education Agency North Building, Austin, Texas, by a three member panel of the Commission as authorized in the Texas Education Code, Section 13.213 (a) (Vernon 1972).  The Commission members hearing the case were as follows:

Dr.  Andrew T.  Nutt, Chairperson for the panel

Superintendent of Less Than 1,000 Teachers

Beckville, Texas

Mr.  Pete De Hoyos

Supervisor

Del Rio, Texas

Ms.  Verma Russell

Elementary School Teacher

Fort Worth, Texas

STATEMENT OF JURISDICTIONAL MATTERS

Principle II, Standard 5

Professional Practices and Performance

The Texas educator, after qualifying in a manner established by law or regulation, shall assume responsibilities for professional teaching practices and professional performance and shall continually strive to demonstrate competence.

5.     The educator shall comply with written local school board policies, Texas Education Agency regulations, and applicable state laws.

Principle I, Standard 3

Professional Ethical Conduct

The Texas educator should endeavor to maintain the dignity of the profession by respecting and obeying the law, demonstrating personal integrity, and exemplifying honesty.

3.     The educator shall not use institutional or professional privileges for personal or partisan advantage.

Charges
It is alleged by Ms.  Karin Shipman, Principal of Stafford High School, that Mr.  Robert Reyes, Counselor of Stafford High School, falsified or changed records which were unauthorized in his capacity as a counselor.

Finding of Fact
Testimony presented to the Commission panel indicated that Stafford Independent School District did not have an adopted policy which delineated the duties of a counselor at the time Mr.  Reyes served the Stafford High School.  An administrative procedure (exhibit R-9), which set forth the general duties which Mr.  Reyes should have performed, was available to Mr.  Reyes.  Evidence was not presented with respect to other school board policies which Mr.  Reyes may have violated.

An allegation was made that Mr.  Reyes had changed the attendance record of Thomas Fruitts, a student.  Evidence substantiated that this was true, but that the change only made the record correct although Mr.  Reyes did not have specific authorization to make the change.

It was alleged that Mr.  Reyes inserted a false correspondence course completion record (exhibit C-1) into the permanent file of Thomas Fruitts, who is Mr.  Reyes' nephew.  Testimony and evidence presented to the Commission panel does not support that Mr.  Reyes had any knowledge of the document (exhibit C-1), nor that he placed the document in Thomas Fruitts' permanent file.

Evidence was not presented to show that either Mr.  Reyes or Thomas Fruitts gained personal or partisan advantage as a result of Mr.  Reyes' performance as a counselor in Stafford High School.

Recommendation to the Commissioner
The Professional Practices Commission panel does not find the respondent, Mr.  Robert Reyes, to be in violation of Principle II, Standard 5, nor Principle I, Standard 3, of the Code of Ethics and Standard Practices for Texas Educators.  The panel unanimously recommends to the Commissioner of Education that this complaint be dismissed and no further action taken.

Each of the undersigned panel members upon signing this decision of the panel on the date shown beside each signature, certifies that this is a true rendition of the decision announced by the panel.

_________________________
May 31, 1985

Dr.  Andrew T.  Nutt
Date

_________________________
May 28, 1985

Pete De Hoyos
Date

_________________________
May 25, 1985

Verma Russell
Date
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