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Statement of the Case

Complainant Mission Consolidated Independent School District seeks the revocation of Respondent Lizandra Riojas' teaching certificate for allegedly abandoning her contract of employment with the school district.  A hearing on the matter was conducted before Robert Howell, the Hearing Officer appointed by the State Commissioner of Education, on January 30, 1985.  Complainant is represented by Dr. Kenneth E. White, Superintendent, Mission Consolidated ISD, and Mr. Ralph Cantu, Assistant Superintendent, Mission Consolidated ISD.  Respondent is not represented by counsel.  The substitute Hearing Officer appointed by the State Commissioner of Education is John T. Fleming.

On July 8, 1986, the Hearing Officer issued a Proposal for Decision recommending to the State Commissioner of Education that Respondent's Texas Teacher Certificate No. 462-23-33-09 be suspended for the 1986-87 school year.  Our records reflect that a copy of the Proposal for Decision was received by both parties.  Respondent filed exceptions to the Proposal for Decision on August 4, 1986.  No reply to Respondent's exceptions was filed.  The Hearing Officer has since recommended that Respondent's certificate be suspended for the 1984-85 school year.

Findings of Fact
After due consideration of the evidence and matters officially noticed, in my capacity as State Commissioner of Education, I make the following Findings of Fact:

1. Respondent Lizandra Riojas signed a term contract with Mission Consolidated Independent School District, Complainant, to teach in the district during the 1984-85 school year.  (Pet. Ex. A; Tr. 7).

2. Respondent was due to begin her teaching duties on August 15, 1984, but failed to appear.  (Tr. 8, 9).

3. Respondent did not take reasonable steps to notify her employer that she would be unable to report as scheduled.  (Tr. 8, 9).

4. As a result of Respondent's failure to appear, Complainant had to combine Respondent's class with another class, placing a burden on the students and staff.  (Tr. 9).

Discussion
Respondent failed to appear at the hearing before the Agency, even though she requested the hearing.  Complainant appeared and presented evidence in its behalf.  The evidence is sufficient to establish Complainant's allegations.

Conclusions of Law
After due consideration of the record, matters officially noticed, and the foregoing Findings of Fact, in my capacity as State Commissioner of Education, I make the following Conclusion of Law:

Respondent Lizandra Riojas abandoned her contract with Complainant Mission Consolidated Independent School District without good cause and without the consent of the Board.

O R D E R
After due consideration of the record, matters officially noticed, and the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, in my capacity as State Commissioner of Education, it is hereby

ORDERED that Respondent's Texas Teacher Certificate No. 462-23-33-09 be SUSPENDED from August 15, 1984 to August 14, 1985, and that said suspension be noted on the face of Respondent's Texas Teacher Certificate.

SIGNED AND ENTERED this  15th  day of  January  , 1987.

_______________________________
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