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Statement of the Case

Petitioner brings this action to sanction the Texas teaching credentials of Respondent, Steven Ray Howard.

Hearing was set before James C. Thompson, the Hearings Examiner appointed by the State Commissioner of Education.  However, before the hearing date, Respondent's counsel notified the Hearings Examiner that Respondent did not contest the revocation of his teaching credentials.  Petitioner is represented by Travis D. Shelton, Attorney at Law, Lubbock, Texas.  Respondent is represented by Terry J. Johnson, Attorney at Law, Austin, Texas.

On October 27, 1993, the Hearings Examiner issued a Proposal for Decision recommending that Petitioner's request be granted and Respondent's Texas Teacher Certificate be revoked.  No exceptions were filed.

Findings of Fact
After due consideration of the evidence and matters officially noticed, in my capacity as State Commissioner of Education, I make the following Findings of Fact:

1. Respondent is the holder of Texas Teacher Certificate number 457-15-16-39.  (Admitted).

2. On or about April 30, 1991, Respondent was employed by Ira I.S.D.  (IISD) as a classroom teacher and coach of IISD's Ira School girl's basketball team.  (Admitted).

3. Respondent was born on or about October 27, 1959.  (Admitted).

4. On or about April 30, 1991, Tiffany B. was a student enrolled in the Ira School, and was the student manager of the Ira School's high school girl's basketball team.  (Admitted).

5. On or about April 30, 1991, Respondent did penetrate the vagina of Tiffany B. with his penis.  (Admitted).

6. At the time of this incident, Tiffany B. was a child younger than 17 years of age and not Respondent's spouse.  (Admitted).

7. On or about July 16, 1992, Respondent was convicted of the felony criminal offense of Sexual Assault of a Child.  (Admitted).

8. On or about August 21, 1992, Respondent's 10-year prison sentence was probated and Respondent was released from prison.  (Admitted).

9. Respondent presents a threat to the public school children of Texas, and an imminent peril to the public health, safety and welfare exists.  (Admitted).

Discussion
Respondent abused his position in the classroom in a most harmful and reprehensible manner.  Respondent is a convicted felon and is independently proven by these facts to be a person unworthy to instruct the youth of this State.  His Texas teaching credentials must be revoked.

Conclusions of Law
After due consideration of the record, matters officially noticed, and the foregoing Findings of Fact, in my capacity as State Commissioner of Education, I make the following Conclusions of Law:

1. The Commissioner of Education has jurisdiction over this appeal under Texas Education Code §11.13(a).

2. By reason of the acts found herein, Respondent is a person unworthy to instruct the youth of this State within the meaning of Texas Education Code §13.046(a)(2).

3. Respondent is a convicted felon within the meaning of Article 6252-13c, Tex. Rev. Civ. Stat.

4. Respondent's Texas Teacher Certificate, and all other teaching credentials issued by the State of Texas, should be REVOKED.

5. Respondent should be ORDERED to surrender to the Division of Education Personnel Records the original and all copies of Respondent's Texas Teacher Certificate, and of all other teaching credentials issued by the State of Texas.

6. The Division of Education Personnel Records should prepare and disseminate appropriate notices of this decision.

7. The petition should be GRANTED.

8. Respondent presents a threat to the public school children of Texas, and an imminent peril to the public health, safety and welfare exists within the meaning of Article 6252-13a, §16(c); accordingly, this Order should be final and effective on the date rendered.

O R D E R
After due consideration of the record, matters officially noticed, and the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, in my capacity as State Commissioner of Education, it is hereby

ORDERED that Respondent's Texas Teacher Certificate No. 457-15-16-39 be, and is hereby, REVOKED; and,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent immediately surrende?? to the Texas Education Agency, Division of Educational Personnel Records the original and all copies of Respondent's Texas Teacher Certificate, and of all other teaching credentials issued by the State of Texas; and,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Texas Education Agency, Division of Educational Personnel Records prepare and disseminate appropriate notices of this decision; and,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Petitioner's request be, and is hereby, GRANTED; and,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Order be final and effective on the date rendered.

SIGNED AND ISSUED this  11  day of  February  , 19  94  .

_________________________________

LIONEL R. MENO
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