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THE STATE OF TEXAS

RECOMMENDED ORDER

COMES NOW the undersigned and moves the State Commissioner of Education to enter an order dismissing the complaint filed against Respondent, Essie Thomas; and, for cause would show that a hearing on the merits of Petitioner's complaint was held before the Teachers' Professional Practices Commission of Texas (TPPC) on April 6, 1992; that a panel of TPPC members issued a Majority Decision Report, made a part hereof and incorporated herein by reference, recommending that Petitioner's complaint be dismissed; that no exceptions to the recommendation were filed; and that, after due consideration to matters of record, this hearing officer concurs with the TPPC Majority Decision Report.  Accordingly, it is hereby

RECOMMENDED that the complaint filed by Petitioner Sarah Stewart against Respondent Essie Thomas be dismissed.

SIGNED AND ENTERED the  6th  day of JULY, 1992.

_______________________________

JAMES C. THOMPSON

HEARING OFFICER
O R D E R

BE IT KNOWN that on this date came on before the undersigned the foregoing Recommended Order; and, after due consideration to matters of record, it is accordingly

ORDERED that the complaint filed by Petitioner Sarah Stewart against Respondent Essie Thomas be, and is hereby, DISMISSED.

SO ORDERED.

SIGNED AND ENTERED the  15th  day of  July  , 1992.

______________________________

LIONEL R. MENO

COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION

TEACHERS' PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES COMMISSION OF TEXAS

Majority Decision Report

In the matter styled and indexed:

STEWART VS. THOMAS

DOCKET NO. 081-PPC-1191
A hearing in the above styled and indexed matter before a panel of the Teachers' Professional Practices Commission of Texas was held on April 6, 1992, at the office of the Texas Education Agency, William B.  Travis State Office Building, 1701 N. Congress Avenue, Austin, Texas.  The Commission members appointed to the panel are:

Glenda Scarbrough, Chairperson

Evelyn Reed

Irene Rieck

Upon conclusion of the testimony of the parties and the witnesses, and examination of the admitted documentary evidence, and the arguments presented, the panel announced to all parties present that an executive session was being held as is authorized by law.

On April 6, 1992, the panel of the Teachers' Professional Practices Commission of Texas completed deliberations conducted in executive session and reconvened in open session.

The chairperson read and publicly announced the recommendation into the record:

STATEMENT OF JURISDICTIONAL MATTERS

The complaint timely filed by Ms. Sarah Stewart, an active certificated member of the teaching profession, alleged a violation of the following principles and standards by Ms. Essie Thomas. Jurisdiction was accepted to determine whether or not a violation of Principle III, Standards 4 and 6 had in fact occurred as alleged.

Principle III.
ETHICAL CONDUCT TOWARD PROFESSIONAL COLLEAGUES

The Texas educator, in exemplifying ethical relations with colleagues, shall accord just and equitable treatment to all members of the profession.

Standard 4.
The educator shall not interfere with a colleague's exercise of political and citizenship rights and responsibilities.

Standard 6.
The educator shall not intentionally deny or impede a colleague in the exercise or enjoyment of any professional right or privilege.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1 The evidence adduced failed to establish that Ms. Thomas, in the manner alleged, through utterance or written document, interfered with Ms. Stewart's political and citizenship rights and responsibilities.

2 The evidence adduced failed to establish that Ms. Thomas intentionally impeded or denied Ms. Stewart in the exercise or enjoyment of any professional right or privilege.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

It is the conclusion of the panel that the evidence adduced failed to show that violations of Principle III, Standards 4 and 6 had, in fact, occurred.

Therefore, it is the recommendation of the panel that the complaint be dismissed.

On the record, the panel members are asked to indicate their concurrence with the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and the recommendation that the complaint be dismissed, contained in the Majority Decision Report by a show of hands. On the record, it was announced that the decision is unanimous.
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