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DECISION OF THE COMMISSIONER
BE IT KNOWN that on this date came on for consideration the Majority Decision Report entered by a three-member committee of the Teachers Professional Practices Commission, including Findings of Fact and a recommendation that the Respondent's Texas Teacher Certificate be revoked, which report is incorporated by reference and attached hereto; and, a review of the record reflects that by certified letter dated October 9, 1985, the parties herein were given the opportunity to file a response to said recommendation; and further, that no response has been filed.  Accordingly, it is

ORDERED that the recommendation made in the Majority Decision Report be ADOPTED, and PAULA SUE COLE's Texas Teacher Certificate No.  458-94-31-58 is hereby REVOKED; and, it is

FURTHER ORDERED that appropriate notices be prepared and distributed.

SIGNED AND ENTERED this 29th day of May, 1986.

_______________________

W.  N.  KIRBY

COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION

Teachers' Professional Practices Commission of Texas

Majority Decision Report

JoAnn Houston v.  Paula Sue Cole

Docket No.  099-PPC-485

A complaint was filed with the Teachers' Professional Practices Commission by Ms.  JoAnn Houston, an active certificated member of the teaching profession, against Ms.  Paula Sue Cole, an active certificated member of the teaching profession, effective March 15, 1985.  The commission members assigned to the hearing panel are as follows:

Ms.  Yolanda Villarreal, Chairperson for the panel

Counselor

Corpus Christi, Texas

Ms.  Marva Miller

Elementary School Teacher

Houston, Texas

Dr.  Andy Nutt

Superintendent of less than 1,000 teachers

Beckville, Texas

STATEMENT OF JURISDICTIONAL MATTERS

Principle I, Standard 3 states:

Professional Ethical Conduct

The Texas educator should endeavor to maintain the dignity of the profession by respecting and obeying the law, demonstrating personal integrity, and exemplifying honesty.

3. The educator shall not use institutional or professional privileges for personal or partisan advantage.

Principle II, Standard 1 and 5 state:

Professional Practices and Performance

The Texas educator, after qualifying in a manner established by law or regulation, shall assume responsibilities for professional teaching practices and professional performance and shall continually strive to demonstrate competence.

1. The educator shall apply for, accept, offer, or assign a position or a responsibility on the basis of professional qualifications and shall adhere to the terms of a contract or appointment.

5. The educator shall comply with written local school board policies, Texas Education regulations, and applicable state laws.

Principle IV, Standards 2 and 4 state:

Ethical Conduct Toward Students

The Texas educator, in accepting a position of public trust, should measure success by the progress of each student toward realization of his potential as an effective citizen.

2. The educator shall not intentionally expose the student to disparagement.

4. The educator shall make reasonable effort to protect the student from conditions detrimental to learning, or health, or safety.

Charges
The complaint alleged that Ms.  Cole violated the above named Principles and Standards by becoming sexually involved with a female student.

Finding of Fact
The commission panel heard testimony given under oath from Ms.  JoAnn Houston, Assistant Superintendent of Grapevine-Colleyville School District.  Ms.  Houston presented her complaint against Paula Sue Cole, a teacher and coach in the same school district.  Offered into evidence were a number of letters handwritten by Ms.  Cole to the student.  The letters offer a chronological account of incidents that indicate that Ms.  Cole was involved in a homosexual relationship with that student.  To further support this allegation, a number of letters written to Ms.  Cole from the student were admitted into evidence.

Also entered as evidence by Ms.  Houston was a copy of the minutes for the special Board of Education meeting held on March 4, 1985.  The recommendation from the Board at that meeting was for immediate termination.  Ms.  Cole and her attorneys were present at the hearing.

Ms.  Cole, although contacted by certified letter, was not at the hearing to present any rebuttal to the allegations.

Also present at the hearing as a witness was Mike Hendrix, the Police Liaison Officer for the Grapevine-Colleyville ISD from the Grapeville Police Department.  Mr.  Hendrix presented to the hearing panel a certified copy of the indictment of Ms.  Cole by the Tarrant County Grand Jury for violation of Section 21.11 of the Texas Penal code, which is indecency with a child.

From the evidence and testimony presented, it is the finding of the panel that Ms.  Cole did involve herself in a homosexual relationship with a student, thereby violating Principle I, Standard 3; Principle II, Standards 1 and 5; and Principle IV, Standards 2 and 4 of the Code of Ethics and Standard Practices for Texas Educators.

Recommendation to the Commissioner
Based upon these findings, it is the recommendation of this panel to the commissioner of education that the teaching certificate of Paula Sue Cole be revoked.

Each of the undersigned panel members upon signing this decision of the panel on the date shown beside each signature, certifies that this is a true rendition of the decision announced by the panel.

_________________________
Sept 18, 1985

Yolanda Villarreal, Chairperson
Date

_________________________
September 1, 1985

Marva Miller
Date

_________________________
Aug.  26, 1985

Dr.  Andy Nutt
Date
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