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ORDER OF DISMISSAL

BE IT KNOWN that on this date came on for consideration the Majority Decision Report filed by the Teachers Professional Practices Commission which recommends a finding that VERNA LEE LANGHAM is not in violation of the Code of Ethics and Standard Practices for Texas Educators and which further recommends that this matter be DISMISSED

AND, after due consideration of this Report and the supporting record, it is

ORDERED, that this matter be, in all things DISMISSED.

SIGNED AND ENTERED this  11th  day of OCTOBER, 1984.

_____________________________

RAYMON L. BYNUM

Commissioner of Education

Teachers' Professional Practices Commission of Texas

Majority Decision Report

Edgar O. Willhelm v. Verna Lea Langham

The complaint was heard on Monday, April 9, 1984, at 9:00 a.m., at the Texas Education Agency North Building, Austin, Texas, by a three member panel of the commission as authorized in the Texas Education Code, Section 13.213(a)(Vernon 1972).  The Commission members hearing the case were as follows:

Mr. Ron Reaves, Chairperson for the panel

Secondary Principal

San Antonio, Texas

Ms. Marva Miller

Elementary School Teacher

Houston, Texas

Ms. Yolanda Villarreal

Counselor

Robstown, Texas

STATEMENT OF JURISDICTIONAL MATTERS

Principle II, Standard 5

Professional Practices and Performance

The Texas educator, after qualifying in a manner established by law or regulation, shall assume responsibilities for professional teaching practices and professional performance and shall continually strive to demonstrate competence.

5. The educator shall comply with written local school board policies, Texas Education Agency regulations, and applicable state laws.

Charges

It is alleged by Dr. Edgar O. Willhelm, Superintendent of Schools, Comal Independent School District, that Mrs. Verna Lea Langham, a teacher in Comal I.S.D. violated established grievance policy, Local Policy DGBA, by making an oral presentation to the Comal I.S.D. Board of Trustees.

Findings of the Commission

The issue before this panel was whether Mrs. Verna Lea Langham was required by Principle II, Standard 5, to follow Comal I.S.D. established grievance policies, that is Local Policy DGBA, before making an oral presentation to the Comal I.S.D. Board of Trustees.

The unrebutted testimony of Mrs. Verna Lea Langham was that she spoke to the board on matters of general concerns.

Whether Mrs. Verna Lea Langham's oral presentation to the Board of Trustees was or was not a matter for a policy bound grievance rather than an oral presentation was a matter that the complainant could have addressed upon receiving her request to appear before the Board of Trustees.  At that time no objection was raised.

Comal I.S.D. policy DGBA requires that the grievant establish that he/she has "suffered individual harm." Mrs. Langham has made no such prior allegation.  The policy also provides the ruling that if the complaint is non grievable it may be made at any level.

Mrs. Langham, having received permission to address her concerns to the Comal I.S.D. Board of Trustees from the complainant, who is the chief administrator for the district, could have reasonably, as a professional employee, concluded that there was no breach of established policy.  This is true even though the established policy was not literally and specifically followed in this course of events by Mrs. Langham.

Recommendation to Commissioner

The Panel finds that the individual is not in violation of the Code of Ethics and Standard Practices for Texas Educators.  The Panel recommends to the Commissioner that the complaint be dismissed and no further action be taken.

Each of the undersigned panel members upon signing this decision of the panel on the date shown beside each signature certifies that this is a true rendition of the decision announced by the panel at the conclusion of the hearing held on April 9, 1984.
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