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LEONA C. ARMATO
§


BEFORE THE STATE

v.
§
GEORGE DIAZ
§

§
COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION

BEFORE THE TEACHERS PROFES-
§
SIONAL PRACTICES COMMISSION
§
OF TEXAS
§


THE STATE OF TEXAS

ORDER DENYING MOTION FOR REHEARING

BE IT KNOWN that on this date came on for consideration Petitioner's Motion for Rehearing before the State Commissioner of Education; and, after due consideration to the record, which does not reflect a response, it is accordingly

ORDERED that Petitioner's Motion for Rehearing be, and is hereby, DENIED.

SIGNED AND ENTERED the  11th  day of  April  , 1986.

_______________________________

W. N. KIRBY

COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION
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THE STATE OF TEXAS

DECISION OF THE COMMISSIONER

On this date came on for consideration the Majority Decision Report filed by the Teachers Professional Practices Commission which recommends Mr. George Diaz be issued an official reprimand as a result of the commissioner's finding of a violation of the Code of Ethics and Standard Practices for Texas Educators.

After due consideration of this report and the supporting record, it is my judgment that the violation alleged in the complaint is not supported by the evidence adduced.  Conceding each of the specific facts alleged in the complaint, the violation is not of sufficient gravity, in my judgment, to warrant an action against the Texas Teaching Certificate of Mr. George Diaz.

It is therefore ORDERED that this matter be, in all things, DISMISSED.

SIGNED AND ENTERED this  26th  day of  February  , 1986.

________________________________

W. N. KIRBY

COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION

Teachers' Professional Practices Commission of Texas

Majority Decision Report

Leona Armato v. George Diaz

The complaint was heard on Monday, October 22, 1984, at the Texas Education Agency North Building, Austin, Texas, by a three member panel of the Commission as authorized in the Texas Education Code, Section 13.213(a) (Vernon 1972).  The Commission members hearing the case were as follows:

Ms. Jeretta Thompson, Chairperson for the panel

Counselor

Carthage, Texas

Ms. Kathryn White

Secondary School Teacher

Arlington, Texas

Mr. Pete De Hoyos

Supervisor

Del Rio, Texas

STATEMENT OF JURISDICTIONAL MATTERS

Principle I, Standard I

Professional Ethical Conduct

The Texas educator should endeavor to maintain the dignity of the profession by respecting and obeying the law, demonstrating personal integrity, and exemplifying honesty.

1. The educator shall not intentionally misrepresent official policies of his school district or educational organization and shall clearly distinguish those views from his personal attitudes and opinions.

Finding of Fact

The Commission panel heard a substantial body of testimony given under oath that finds Mr. George Diaz in violation of Principle I, Standard I.  Mrs. Olga Gary Rivera testified to have been the individual Mr. Diaz made the comment, "Get rid of her, Olga, find someone else.  She doesn't dress nicely." The comment was made at a luncheon held for Tenneco volunteers and their faculty liaisons.  According to Witness Rivera, it was made within hearing distance of other luncheon guests.

The panel heard complainant, Mrs. Leona Armato, describe her professional experience as a teacher in the building with Mr. Diaz as principal.

During testimony given by Mr. George Diaz, relating to the Tenneco luncheon, he was unable to remember his exact statement to Mrs. Rivera due to the time lapse since the statement had occurred.  The panel noted in both questioning by the complainant's representative and the respondent's attorny, Mr. Diaz had no problem remembering details.  Nor at any time did he deny making the statement.

Also according to testimony given by Mrs. Rivera, (page 27) Mr. Diaz had a chance to approve the luncheon guest list prior to invitations being given.  Mr. Diaz did not choose to remove Mrs. Armato's name at that time.

Through further testimony given by both complainant, respondent, and witness it was determined there is not a stated dress code for Houston ISD.

It was the finding of the Commission Panel that Mr. George Diaz was in violation of Principle I, Standard I and had acted in an unprofessional manner in making the statement in front of community volunteers and fellow faculty members.

Standard I states clearly that a professional educator shall clearly distinguish personal views from official policy views.  There being no official dress code for Houston ISD, Mr. Diaz was not representing official policy.

Recommendation to the Commissioner

The panel, in an unanimous decision, recommends that Mr. George Diaz be informed by letter his actions are deemed "unprofessional practices," and that the letter constitutes an official reprimand.  The letter should stipulate that no further action concerning this complaint will be taken.

Each of the undersigned panel members upon signing this decision of the panel on the date shown beside each signature certifies that this is a true rendition of the decision announced by the panel at the conclusion of the hearing held on October 22, 1984.

_____________________________
_________________________

Jeretta Thompson, Chairperson
Date

______________________________
_________________________

Kathryn White
Date

______________________________
_________________________

Pete De Hoyos
Date
