
DOCKET NO.  155-TTC-191

DIVISION OF TEACHER
§
BEFORE THE STATE

ASSESSMENT, TEXAS
§


EDUCATION AGENCY
§


         Petitioner
§
COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION

V.
§


JED NEVAN REED
§


         Respondent
§
THE STATE OF TEXAS

DECISION OF THE COMMISSIONER
Statement of the Case
This case concerns the disclosure of secure and confidential Texas Master Teacher Examination testing materials.

Respondent has executed an affidavit waiving due process, stipulating to facts, and consenting to a one year suspension of his education credentials.  That affidavit is attached to this order as Appendix 1, and fully incorporated by reference for all purposes.

Respondent's credentials will be suspended for one year.

Findings of Fact
In my capacity as State Commissioner of Education, I do hereby find as follows:

1.  Respondent is the holder of Texas Teacher Certificate No.  450-96-8170.

2.  Respondent did participate in the development of the Texas Master Teacher Examination by acting as a scorer on the pilot examination that was administered in May 1990.

3.  In this capacity, Respondent did review and have access to secure and confidential information which had been developed for the Texas Master Teacher Examination.

4.  Respondent has engaged in conduct which amounts to disclosure of confidential information concerning the Texas Master Teacher Examination.

5.  Respondent does deliberately, fully and without reservation waive all due process rights to which he may be entitled under law.

6.  Respondent does submit his Texas Teacher Certificate and all other education credentials held by him and consent to the suspension thereof for the period of one (1) year.

7.  No information relating to secure test items contained in the November 1990 Texas Master Teacher Examination was disclosed.

8.  Respondent is represented by legal counsel.

Conclusions of Law
After consideration of the foregoing facts, and in my capacity as State Commissioner of Education, I hereby enter the following Conclusions of Law:

1.  Respondent is the holder of a teacher's certificate issued pursuant to the provisions of the Texas Education Code.

2.  Respondent has engaged in conduct which amounts to disclosure of confidential information concerning the Texas Master Teacher Examination.

3.  Respondent has been notified of the full extent of the due process rights to which he is entitled under law.

4.  The circumstances of this case warrant the imposition of a sanction against Texas Teacher Certificate No.  450-96-8170, together with all other education credentials issued pursuant to Texas law and held by Respondent JED NEVAN REED.

O R D E R
In consideration of the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, in my capacity as State Commissioner of Education, it is

ORDERED that Texas Teacher Certificate No.  450-96-8170, together with all other education credentials issued pursuant to Texas law and held by Respondent JED NEVAN REED, be and the same are hereby SUSPENDED IN THEIR ENTIRETY for the period of ONE (1) CALENDAR YEAR, commencing upon the 15th day of January 1991.

SIGNED AND ISSUED this 15th day of January, 1991.

_______________________

W.  N.  KIRBY

COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION

Approved:

_____________________

Terry J.  Johnson

Attorney for Petitioner

_____________________

William C.  Bednar

Attorney for Respondent
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* * * * * A F F I D A V I T * * * * *
WAIVER OF DUE PROCESS
STIPULATION OF FACTS
AND
CONSENT TO ONE YEAR SUSPENSION
BEFORE ME THE UNDERSIGNED AUTHORITY, a Notary Public in and for the County of Dallas, Texas, on this day personally appeared JED NEVAN REED who having been duly cautioned and sworn upon oath says as follows:

"My name is JED NEVAN REED I am the holder of Texas Teacher Certificate No.  450-96-8170.

"I participated in the development of the Texas Master Teacher Examination (TMTE) by acting as a scorer on the pilot examination that was administered in May 1990.

"In my capacity as scorer on that examination, I did review and have access to secure and confidential TMTE testing materials.

"I have engaged in conduct which amounts to disclosure of confidential information developed for the TMTE examination.

"I know that the Division of Teacher Assessment, Texas Education Agency, intends to pursue formal sanctions against my Texas Teacher Certificate and all other education credentials because of the conduct described above.

"I know that I have a right to advance written notice of any hearing or any other procedure concerning sanctions against my teaching certificate or credentials.

"I know that the range of sanctions which may be imposed by the Commissioner of Education includes an order of reprimand, an order of reprimand inscribed upon the face of my certificate and all other education credentials, the suspension of my certificate and other credentials for up to one year, and the permanent cancellation of my certificate and other credentials.

"I know that I have a right to appear, answer and be heard in opposition to any action against my teaching certificate or credentials.

"I know that I have a right to retain an attorney and to be represented by an attorney in any action against my teaching certificate or credentials.

"I know that I have a right to present evidence in my favor.

"I know that I have a right to rebut or contradict evidence presented against me.

"I know that I have a right to cross-examine witnesses who testify against me.

"I know that I have a right to the issuance of a proposal for decision before my teaching certificate or credentials may be sanctioned.

"I know that I have a right to file written exceptions to any adverse recommendation contained in such proposal for decision.

"I know that I have a right to file a motion for rehearing after the State Commissioner of Education has entered an order.

"I know that a motion for rehearing is required before I may appeal from the Commissioner's order.

"I know that I have a right to appeal the Commissioner's order through the district courts of Travis County.

"I DO HEREBY DELIBERATELY, FULLY AND WITHOUT RESERVATION WAIVE ALL OF THESE RIGHTS.

"I ALSO DO HEREBY STIPULATE, CONFESS AND ADMIT THAT I HAVE ENGAGED IN THE SPECIFIC CONDUCT DESCRIBED ABOVE.

"I FURTHERMORE DO HEREBY VOLUNTARILY SUBMIT MY TEXAS TEACHER CERTIFICATE AND ALL OTHER EDUCATION CREDENTIALS HELD BY ME AND DO CONSENT TO THE ENTRY OF A FINAL ORDER BY THE STATE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION SUSPENDING FOR ONE (1) YEAR MY TEXAS TEACHER CERTIFICATE AND ALL OTHER EDUCATION CREDENTIALS HELD BY ME.
"I expressly retain the right to timely present for consideration by the State Commissioner of Education a written statement of explanation, letters testimonial, and other written endorsements or written character references.

"I understand and agree that the Division of Teacher Assessment, Texas Education Agency, may elect to timely rebut or contradict such writings as I present.

"I HAVE READ THIS AFFIDAVIT BEFORE I SIGNED IT.  I UNDERSTAND THAT, BY SIGNING THIS AFFIDAVIT, I AM SWEARING THAT EACH STATEMENT IS TRUE AND CORRECT."

                                                                 Signed: ______________________

                                                               Address: ______________________

                                                                             ______________________

                                                Social Security No.: ______________________

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME, by the said JED NEVAN REED on this the 9th day of January, 1991, to certify which witness my hand and seal of office.

My commission expires 6/26/94, 1994.

_______________________

Notary Public
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