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DECISION OF THE COMMISSIONER
AGREED ORDER
CAME ON this day for consideration by the Commissioner of Education the joint motion of the parties announcing to the Hearing Officer that they have settled and compromised all the disputes between them, and requesting the Commissioner to approve this Agreed Order upon the following stipulated facts:

1.  At all material times, Respondents Herschel and Beverly Roach have been husband and wife.

2.  On or about March 9, 1981, Respondent Herschel Roach and Petitioner Rockdale Independent School District (Rockdale ISD) executed two contracts for his employment as head coach/athletic director, one contract being for the remainder of the 1980-81 school year and the other being for a two-year term beginning on August 1, 1981.

3.  On or about May 21, 1981, Respondent Beverly Roach and Petitioner Rockdale ISD executed a contract for her employment as a classroom teacher for the 1981-82 school year beginning on August 20, 1981.

4.  Each of the contracts entered between Petitioner and Respondents provided that no resignation would be considered after July 1, and at all material times it has been an administrative regulation of the Rockdale ISD that no resignation or request for release from contractual commitment of a professional employee will be considered or presented to the Board of Trustees for acceptance after July 1 of any calendar year for which the professional employee is contracted.

5.  On August 4, 1981, Respondent Beverly Roach tendered to the Superintendent a written resignation requesting that she be released from her contractual commitment for the 1981-82 school year effective that date, due to personal reasons that were discussed in detail with the Superintendent.

6.  Respondent Beverly Roach traveled to West Texas on August 8, 1981, and has not entered upon her duties as a classroom teacher or returned to the Rockdale ISD.

7.  On August 10, 1981, Respondent Herschel Roach tendered to the Superintendent a written resignation for personal reasons and for his family, which stated that it was necessary to make the choice to go into business for himself and to keep his family together.

8.  On August 10, 1981, the Board of Trustees of the Rockdale ISD met in emergency session and unanimously voted not to accept the resignations of Respondents Herschel and Beverly Roach and that they not be given a release from their contracts, whereupon the Superintendent was instructed by the Board to seek revocation of their certificates for abandonment of contract.

9.  Respondent Herschel Roach did not enter upon any further coaching duties on August 10, 1981 or thereafter, departed from Rockdale, Texas on August 12, 1981, and has not returned to the Rockdale ISD.

WHEREAS, Petitioner Board of Trustees of the Rockdale ISD complains and alleges that Respondents Herschel and Beverly Roach are each holders of Texas teacher certificates, that each of them entered into a written conract of employment with the Board of Trustees, that each of them has without good cause and without the consent of the Trustees abandoned the contract so entered to the great injury of the school district, its trustees, staff, students and patrons, and that the Texas teacher certificates of Respondents should be cancelled; and

WHEREAS, Respondents Herschel and Beverly Roach deny the allegations of Petitioner, but wish to bargain for their peace and avoid spending additional sums of money on protracted and expensive litigation;

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties have agreed that Respondents Herschel Roach and Beverly Roach may be reprimanded by the Commissioner of Education for their failure to carry out the above-stated contractual obligations to the Rockdale ISD, such reprimand being a full, final, and complete adjudication of the matters in dispute in this proceeding.

O R D E R
After due consideration of the pleadings and the foregoing agreement, and having read the entire record and transcript of this proceeding, the Commissioner of Education does hereby

ORDER, ADJUDGE, AND DECREE that the parties shall abide by the foregoing agreement; that Respondent Herschel Roach and Respondent Beverly Roach be, and are hereby, REPRIMANDED for their failure to carry out the above-stated contractual obligations to the Petitioner Rockdale Independent School District; and that all other relief besides that set out in the agreement be, and is hereby, DENIED.

SIGNED AND ENTERED the 17th day of DECEMBER, 1981.

___________________________

RAYMON L.  BYNUM
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