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DECISION OF THE COMMISSIONER
Statement of the Case
Petitioner Harelton Independent School District seeks the suspension of Respondent Ronnie Miller's Texas Teacher Certificate.  A hearing was held on September 22, 1986, before John T.  Fleming, appointed by the State Commissioner of Education to prepare a Proposal for Decision and Recommended Order.  Both parties represented themselves.

On November 4, 1986, the Hearing Officer issued a Proposal for Decision recommending to the State Commissioner of Education that Respondent's Texas Teacher Certificate No.  458-19-60-43 be suspended from February 12, 1986 through January 1, 1987, and that said suspension be noted on the face of Respondent's teaching certificate.  Our records reflect that a copy of the Proposal for Decision was received by both parties.  No exceptions to the Proposal for Decision were filed.

Findings of Fact
After due consideration of the evidence and matters officially noticed, in my capacity as State Commissioner of Education, I make the following undisputed Findings of Fact:

1.  Respondent Ronnie Miller administered corporal punishment to a student in front of the student's class with no other professional present.  (Tr.  7, 13-15).

2.  A parent-teacher conference was held concerning the punishment, during which Respondent became angry and left the school.  He did not return, notwithstanding the Superintendent visited Respondent's home to persuade him to return.

3.  Respondent left the school on a previous occasion under similar circumstances.  (Tr.  7, 13-15).

Discussion
None of the facts are in dispute.  Respondent admits he abandoned his contract, and that he was wrong to do so.  The School District only seeks a suspension of Respondent's certificate until January 1, 1987, after which time Respondent would be free to obtain any employment requiring a Texas Teacher Certificate.

Conclusion of Law
After due consideration of the record, matters officially noticed, and the foregoing Findings of Fact, in my capacity as State Commissioner of Education, I make the following Conclusion of Law:

1.  Respondent Ronnie Miller abandoned his contract with Petitioner Harelton Independent School District without good cause.

O R D E R
After due consideration of the record, matters officially noticed and the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusion of Law, in my capacity as State Commissioner of Education, it is hereby

ORDERED that Respondent's Texas Teacher Certificate No.  458-19-60-43 be, and is hereby, SUSPENDED from February 12, 1986 through January 1, 1987, and that said suspension be noted on the face of Respondent's teaching certificate.

SIGNED AND ENTERED this 30th day of January, 1987.

_______________________

W.  N.  KIRBY
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