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DECISION OF THE COMMISSIONER
BE IT KNOWN that on this date came on for consideration the Majority Decision Report issued by a three-member panel of the Teachers Professional Practices Commission of Texas, which report is incorporated herein and attached hereto, recommending that a letter of warning be issued to the Respondent, and the Parties' responses to said majority decision report; and further, after due consideration to matters of record, it is accordingly

ORDERED that the Majority Decision Report be ADOPTED, and Respondent, JACK L.  RUCKER, be, and is hereby, WARNED that his behavior giving rise to the instant complaint was unethical; and,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Order be made a part of Respondent's file kept in the Agency's Division of Teacher Certification.

SIGNED AND ENTERED the 27th day of February, 1987.

_______________________

W.  N.  KIRBY

COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION
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ORDER DENYING MOTION TO DISMISS AND MOTION FOR REHEARING

BE IT KNOWN that on this date came on for consideration Respondent's Motion for Rehearing and Petitioner's Reply in the above-styled and numbered matter.

Respondent, in Paragraph II of his Motion for Rehearing, reurges his Motion to Dismiss contained in his Original Answer filed with the Commissioner on June 23, 1986, stating that the Commissioner is without jurisdiction inasmuch as the complaint herein was not timely filed.  After due consideration, it is accordingly

ORDERED that Respondent's Motion to Dismiss and Motion for Rehearing be, and are hereby, DENIED.

SIGNED AND ENTERED the 26th day of March, 1987.

_______________________

W.  N.  KIRBY

COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION

Teachers' Professional Practices Commission of Texas

Majority Decision Report

Forrest Watson v.  Jack Rucker

Docket No.  269-PPC-586

The complaint was heard and a decision rendered on Friday, September 18, 1986, at the Texas Education Agency Conference Room, 1-109, in the William B.  Travis State Office Building, Austin, Texas, by a three-member panel of the Commission as authorized in the Texas Education Code, Section 13.213(a)(Vernon 1972).  The commission members hearing the case were as follows:

Mr.  Bernard Jackson, Chairperson for the Panel

Secondary School Teacher

Houston, Texas

Ms.  Mazie Mack

Counselor

Brazosport, Texas

Dr.  Mike Sampson

Senior College Teacher

Commerce, Texas

STATEMENT OF JURISDICTIONAL MATTERS
Principle I

Professional Ethical Conduct

The Texas educator should endeavor to maintain the dignity of the profession by respecting and obeying the law, demonstrating personal integrity, and exemplifying honesty.

Principle II

Professional Practices and Performance

The Texas educator, after qualifying in a manner established by law or regulation, shall assume responsibilities for professional teaching practices and professional performance and shall continually strive to demonstrate competence.

5.      The educator shall comply with written local school board policies, Texas Education Agency regulations, and applicable state laws.

Charges
It is alleged by Forrest Watson that Jack Rucker did violate Principle I and Principle II, Standard 5 by entering the office on the morning of May 31, 1985, taking two spiral notebooks containing sign-in and sign-out records for the school year and placing blank spiral notebooks in place of those he took.

Findings of Fact
Testimony was given and Mr.  Rucker does not deny that on the morning of May 31, 1985, while the faculty was at a breakfast given by the principal, he (Mr.  Rucker) entered the office and took two spiral notebooks containing sign-in, and sign-out records for the school year.  He then placed a blank spiral notebook in place of those he took.

Mr.  Gary Stephens was present in the office and witnessed Mr.  Rucker take the books.  

Mr.  Rucker told Mr.  Stephens, "You didn't see anything."

Further, that although Mr.  Rucker alleges that he took the books to analyze other teachers sign-out rates, he never availed himself of remedies in board policy or even simply asked the principal for copies of the books.

Conclusion of Law
The panel finds by a vote of two to one, the respondent, Mr.  Jack Rucker, to be in violation of Principle I of the Code of Ethics and Standard Practices for Texas Educators in that he did not demonstrate personal integrity and exemplify honesty by taking the sign-in and sign-out books.

Furthermore, the panel finds by a vote of three to zero, the respondent, Mr.  Jack Rucker, to be in violation of Principle II, Standard 5 in that he did not comply with the written school board policies in illegally obtaining the information contained in the notebooks.

Recommendation to the Commissioner
Based on these findings, it is the recommendation of this panel to the Commissioner of Education that Mr.  Rucker be warned that his behavior was unethical and that a letter of warning be made part of the respondent's file kept by the Division of Teacher Certification.

Each of the undersigned panel members, upon signing this decision of the panel on the date shown beside each signature, certifies that this is a true rendition of the decision announced at the conclusion of the hearing held on September 19, 1986.

_________________________
11/14/86

Bernard Jackson, Chairperson
Date

_________________________
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Date

_________________________
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Date
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