
DOCKET NO.  742

State of Texas

Office of the

County of Travis

Commissioner of Education

Order to Annex Newark Independent School District
to Northwest Independent School District
Whereas, as late as July 22, 1974, immediate to the beginning of the ensuing 1974-75 school term in mid-August 1974 -- the Texas Central Education Agency was called for counsel and assistance by patron citizens, school officials and administration of the Newark Independent School District, and Wise County School Trustees to review and provide, by whatever procedure or means necessary, for the educational needs and schooling of more than 400 scholastics within the Newark Independent School District (which is within and under the jurisdiction of Wise County, Texas); and

Whereas, in follow-up of such emergency requests for relief, conferences and meetings were held and/or attended by this Agency both at Austin and locally in the county, wherein it was determined that currently there persist so strongly divided patron dissensions in the Newark district that its board of trustees as well as county school officials expressed no current hope for the electorate to vote authority in the board to levy school maintenance taxes therein, nor voluntarily to vote for consolidation with an adjoining district, either of which is absolutely essential for a successful operation of the Newark district territory as a school entity; and

Whereas, following these determinations, discussions were had with local school district and county school authorities to arrive at the most available and practical method(s) to resolve the Newark Independent School District situation toward the best interests of the scholastics involved, taking into consideration the district's assets and debt obligations and the ability of adjoining district(s) by consolidation or otherwise to assume same evaluated on a time perspective basis without thereby unreasonably effecting adversely its present program; and further, wherein was ascertained urged cooperation, comparative willingness and the fiscal ability of districts solicited to absorb the Newark school system, as well as the cooperation of appropriate county school boards to exercise locally their annexation powers upon an instruction and/or directive order of the state commissioner of education so to do; and

Whereas, it was determined to be to the best interests of the scholastics of the Newark Independent School District that such entire district be annexed to the adjoining Northwest Independent School District (a county-line district under the jurisdiction of Denton County, Texas, whose district territory already extends into Wise County) and both the Wise and Denton county school boards having expressed a willingness to cooperate with a directive or instructive order of the commissioner of education to that end; and

Whereas, the school laws of this State vest in the state commissioner of education the responsibility as well as authority to issue instructions regarding regulations and/or orders which shall be binding for observation on all school officers and teachers and especially in emergency cases, as here, that arise in which the law has no provision and where necessity requires some direction and order that there may be no hardships to individuals and no delays or inconveniences in the management of school affairs, I, M.  L.  BROCKETTE, ACTING UNDER THAT LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY, HEREBY INSTRUCT AND DIRECT THE COUNTY SCHOOL TRUSTEES OF WISE COUNTY, TEXAS AT A MEETING AS SOON AS MAY BE DULY CALLED AND LEGALLY HELD, TO ANNEX by its order the NEWARK INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT IN ITS ENTIRETY TO THE ADJOINING NORTHWEST INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT; and I HEREBY FURTHER INSTRUCT AND DIRECT THE COUNTY SCHOOL TRUSTEES OF DENTON COUNTY, TEXAS, at its earliest opportunity, TO ADOPT A LIKE OR CONCURRING ORDER

AT A MEETING DULY CALLED CONCURRING WITH SUCH ANNEXATION ORDER OF THE WISE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD, that the boundaries of the resulting enlarged Northwest Independent School District shall thereafter encompass or include the territory of said former Newark Independent School District for all school district purposes including taxation as authorized pursuant to the procedure set out in Section 3-b, Article VII, Constitution of Texas.  And it is so ordered.

Upon execution of such orders, copies thereof shall be forwarded for record purposes of the Texas Education Agency, and this Agency shall recognize the Northwest Independent School District as enlarged by the instructed annexation for all purposes.

Given under my hand and seal of office this 8 day of August, A.D., 1974.

_______________________

M.  L.  Brockette

Commissioner of Education
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