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DECISION OF THE COMMISSIONER


Statement of the Case


	Petitioner Crosbyton Consolidated Independent School District requests that the educational credentials of Respondent Mark A. Stallings be sanctioned for abandonment of contract.


	A hearing was held on December 16, 1996 before Joan Howard Allen, the Administrative Law Judge appointed by the Commissioner of Education.  Petitioner is represented Hal Porter, Superintendent of Schools.  Respondent failed to appear at hearing; he filed an answer to the district’s complaint.


	On May 16, 1997, the Administrative Law Judge issued a Proposal for Decision recommending that Petitioner’s appeal be granted.  No exceptions were filed.


Findings of Fact


	After due consideration of the evidence and matters officially noticed, in my capacity as Commissioner of Education, I make the following Findings of Fact:


	1.	Respondent Mark A. Stallings received notice of the hearing and the requirement to file an answer on October 24, 1996.  The district duly notified Respondent of his allegations.


	2.	Respondent, a certified mathematics teacher since 1991 (Texas Teacher Certificate Number 457-31-13-00), was employed pursuant to a one year probationary contract for the 1996-97 school year.  He attended the district’s in-service training and met with his mentor teacher on August 9, 1996, giving no indication of any dissatisfaction.


	3.	On August 12, 1996, Respondent wrote his resignation after attending another full day of in-service training and activities.  The resignation was effective immediately.  He asserted that he was going to work in Lubbock.


	4.	On August 14, 1996, the district received Respondent’s notice of resignation.  Administrators had tried without success to contact Respondent when he did not appear for in-service training on August 13 or 14, 1996.


	5.	In a called meeting, the board of trustees voted to file a complaint with the Commissioner of Education for sanctions against Respondent’s teaching certificate for abandonment of contract without consent and without good cause.


	6.	The district subsequently hired a certified individual to take Respondent’s classes.  She had no preparation time and no in-service training.	


Discussion


	Respondent abandoned his contract without good cause and without the consent of Petitioner.  His certificate should be revoked for a one year period commencing with the date of the final order of the Commissioner.


Conclusions of Law


	After due consideration of the record, matters officially noticed, and the foregoing Findings of Fact, in my capacity as Commissioner of Education, I make the following Conclusions of Law:


	1.	The Commissioner of Education has jurisdiction over the instant matter pursuant to Tex. Educ. Code Section 13.046, as continued by Senate Bill 1 (Acts 1995).


	2.	Respondent Mark A. Stallings, holder of Texas Teacher Certificate Number 457-31-13-00, abandoned his teaching contract with Respondent Crosbyton Consolidated Independent School District without good cause and without the consent of the board on August 12, 1996.


	3.	Respondent’s Texas Teacher Certificate Number 457-31-13-00 should be suspended for one year from the date of the Commissioner’s order in this matter.


	4.	The State Board for Educator Certification is directed to provide notice of Respondent’s suspension to all appropriate entities and institutions.


	5.	Petitioner State Board for Educator Certification should distribute appropriate notices of this action to all interested entities.


	6.	Respondent is directed to submit any and all copies of his Texas Teacher Certificate to the State Board for Educator Certification for the period of the suspension.


	7.	Petitioner’s request is granted.


O R D E R


	After due consideration of the record, matters officially noticed, and the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, in my capacity as Commissioner of Education, it is hereby


	ORDERED that Respondent’s Texas Teacher Certificate Number 457-31-13-00 be, and is hereby, SUSPENDED for one year from the date of the Commissioner’s Order; and


	FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent immediately surrender all copies of his Texas Teacher Certificate to the State Board for Educator Certification; and


	FURTHER ORDERED that the State Board for Educator Certification note the period of suspension on the face of all copies of Respondent’s Texas Teacher Certificate; and


	�
	FURTHER ORDERED that Petitioner’s appeal be, and is hereby, GRANTED.


	SIGNED AND ISSUED this _______ day of ___________________________, 1997.











																		____________________________________


						MIKE MOSES


						COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION
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