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Preface

A description of the contents for each section of the updated 2003 Accountability Plan follows. Also described are
changes from the July 2002 version of the 2003 Accountability Plan.

Section I: Introduction

This section provides an overview of the 2003 accountability system. A 2003-2004 timeline and key dates for releases
and reports are also provided. The 2003 Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Status and 2002-03 Academic Excellence
Indicator System (AEIS) report releases will address the statutory requirement for annual campus evaluations; therefore,
campus and district performance evaluations will not be conducted in December 2003. Information related to the
December 2003 campus and district performance evaluations has been removed from this publication. Other dates have
been updated.

Section ll: 2003 Accountability

This section covers components of the accountability system and describes how specific features of the accountability
system will be applied in 2003. The 2003 AYP Status and 2002-03 AEIS report releases will address the statutory
requirement for annual campus evaluations; therefore, information related to the December 2003 campus and district
performance evaluations has been removed from this publication. Other dates have been updated.

Section lll: Preview of the 2004 and Beyond Accountability System
This section contains a preview of how the accountability system will evolve over the next few years. Minor changes to
text have been made; dates have been updated.

Section IV: Additional Information

This section contains dates significant to 2003 accountability, instructions on accessing accountability information on the
Internet, and to whom and where comments and questions should be directed. Calendar dates have been updated and
added.

Appendix A: Excerpts from No Child Left Behind

Appendix B: Acknowledgments
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Section | — Introduction

The 2003 accountability system will provide a transition from the current accountability rating system that uses Texas
Assessment of Academic Skills (TAAS) results and annual dropout rates to the new accountability rating system that
will use Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results and longitudinal completion rates. This 2003
Accountability Plan is intended to serve as a resource to help educators and the public understand how accountability
will be administered during this year of transition.

System Overview

The defining characteristics of the 2003 accountability system are the use of the new TAKS assessments results and
completion rates for the first time. The State Board of Education (SBOE) set student passing standards for the TAKS
in November 2002. The first administration of the TAKS occurred in spring 2003. The Commissioner of Education
cannot begin work on setting accountability standards for the TAKS component of the accountability system until
results from the first statewide administration are available in summer 2003. For this reason, accountability
procedures will be modified for 2003 and administered under a revised calendar.

The 2003 accountability procedures have been designed to accomplish multiple objectives. These objectives include:

(1) Meet statutory requirements for annual district accountability ratings and annual campus evaluations, and
ensure institutional accountability for 2003 school district and campus performance.

(2) Provide districts, campuses, and education service centers (ESCs) with data on new performance indicators
as early as possible for planning and improvement for 2003 and 2004.

(3) Advise those districts and campuses most in need of improvement.

(4) Provide a transition from the current accountability rating system that uses TAAS assessments and annual
dropout rates to the new accountability rating system that will use TAKS assessments and longitudinal
completion rates.
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System
Overview (cont.)

State statute requires annual district performance ratings with the standard accountability labels of Exemplary,
Recognized, Academically Acceptable, and Academically Unacceptable. To comply with state statute, district 2002
accountability ratings will be carried forward to 2003.

The 2002-03 Academic Excellence Indicator System (AEIS) reports will be published October 1, 2003, in order to
provide data as early as possible on as many new performance indicators as possible. The traditional role of these
reports as a basis for planning and improvement will be emphasized in 2003. These reports will provide districts,
campuses, and ESCs with the first preview data for performance indicators that will be included in the accountability
system for 2004 and beyond, including TAKS results for the accountability subset and student groups, by subject
summed across grades, and aggregated for the state, region, district, campus group, and campus.

District 2002 accountability ratings will be printed on the 2002-03 district AEIS reports published October 1, 2003.
Campus 2002 ratings will not be carried forward to 2003 and, therefore, will not be printed on the 2002-03 campus AEIS
reports.

The period from July 2003 through March 2004 will be devoted to development of the accountability system for 2004
and beyond. The development work will include analysis of campus and district AEIS performance data, meetings with
focus/advisory groups, surveys of educators to obtain input on the proposed structure of the new accountability system,
and incorporation of new state requirements such as the TAKS and completion rates, as well as new federal statutory
requirements. In late March 2004, the Commissioner will notify districts and campuses of decisions about the indicators
and accountability standards for 2004 ratings.

Table 1 on page 3 illustrates the timeline for the 2003 accountability process described above.

Many factors will be considered in the accountability rating system for 2004 and beyond, some of which are not
available in 2003. Foremost among these factors is TAKS improvement measures, which cannot be calculated until
results from the second year of statewide testing are received in summer 2004. The 2004 and beyond standards may
include measures of required improvement for completion measures as well as TAKS, comparable improvement, and
progress of prior year failers. In addition to TAKS performance and completion rates, performance on the State-
Developed Alternative Assessment (SDAA) for students receiving special education services, measures related to the
Student Success Initiative (SSI), and new federal requirements must be incorporated into the accountability system for
2004 and beyond.
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Table 1: Commissioner of Education Plan for 2003 and 2004 Accountability

2003
Jan

Feb Mar Apr

May Jun

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2004
Jan

Feb Mar Apr

May Jun

Jul Aug Sep

2003 TAKS Administration:

The first statewide administration
of the TAKS will take place on
designated test dates in February,
April, and May 2003. Districts will
receive results for all students
tested from the test contractor in
late May. The Texas Education
Agency (TEA) will receive state
results for all students in late May
2003 and accountability subset
results in mid-June 2003.

2002-03 AEIS Reports (September/October 2003):
Under the modified calendar for 2003 accountability,
the 2002-03 AEIS reports will be transmitted in
September/October 2003. District 2002 accountability
ratings of Exemplary, Recognized, Academically
Acceptable, and Academically Unacceptable will be
carried forward to 2003 and printed on the 2002-03
district AEIS reports.

2004 TAKS Administration:
The second statewide
administration of the TAKS will
take place in spring 2004.
Districts will receive results for all
students tested from the test
contractor in late May. TEA will
receive state results for all
students in late May and
accountability subset results in
mid-June 2004.

2003/2004 Accountability Development: The period from July 2003 through
March 2004 will be devoted to development of the new accountability rating
system for 2004 and beyond. The new accountability system will incorporate the
new TAKS and other state and federal requirements. In late March 2004 the
Commissioner of Education will release final decisions regarding performance
indicators and accountability standards on which districts and campuses will be

rated in 2004.

2003 Adequate Yearly
Progress (AYP) Status:
Preliminary status (Meets
AYP/Needs Improvement)
will be released on
September 10, 2003, with
final status released in late
November 2003.

2004 Accountability:
Release of ratings will
be delayed until
September 2004 to
allow time for
development and
application of TAKS
improvement measures,
which cannot begin until
summer 2004 because
two years of test results
are required to calculate
improvement.
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Key Dates Key dates for releases and reports are shown below. A more detailed schedule of events affecting the accountability
system is provided in Section IV, Additional Information.

Summer 2002
May 2003
July 2003 -

March 2004
October 2003

November 2003

January 2004

March 2004

2003 Accountability Plan. This Plan describing administration of the 2003 accountability system
was adopted as a commissioner’s rule and transmitted to districts and campuses.

TAKS Results. Like the timing with the TAAS administration, districts and campuses received
TAKS/SDAA assessment results for all students tested from the test contractor.

Accountability System Development. This period will be devoted to development of the
accountability rating system for 2004 and beyond.

2003 Accountability Plan. This Plan will be updated, published electronically, and readopted as
a commissioner’s rule.

AEIS Reports. AEIS reports will be published electronically October 1, 2003.

District Ratings. In October 2003, district 2002 accountability ratings will be carried forward to
2003 and printed on the 2002-03 district AEIS reports. Campus ratings will not be carried
forward.

School Report Card. School Report Cards will be provided to all districts for each campus
electronically in November 2003.

PEG Program Notification (Districts). TEA will notify districts of the schools identified under the
criteria for the Public Education Grant Program.

2004 Accountability System. The Commissioner of Education will announce final decisions
regarding performance indicators and accountability standards on which districts and campuses
will be rated in 2004. TAKS improvement measures cannot be calculated until results from the
second year of statewide testing are received in summer 2004. The 2004 ratings will be based on
performance results from the 2003-04 school year.
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