December 31, 2008
TO THE ADMINISTRATOR ADDRESSED:

Subject:  TEA website redesign

On Jan. 5, the Texas Education Agency will unveil a redesigned website featuring a new look and user experience. One of the biggest changes in store will be an enhanced search engine designed to dramatically improve a visitor’s ability to locate specific information. The site, when fully implemented, will also meet usability standards now required under federal law for people with disabilities. The new home page, which will take over the www.tea.state.tx.us address, will feature portals where administrators, teachers and outside entities doing business with TEA can go for targeted information. Additional portals organize information by topic.  Parents and prospective teachers will have ready access to key information through a new section called “How do I...” 

Many current home page website features will remain in place under the new look, including the A-to-Z index, the School District Locator and the latest news and announcements from the agency. To aid in the transition over the coming months, users will be able to click on a home page link that will take them back to the old home page. But gradually, TEA content will migrate to the new look and navigation system. 

If you have bookmarked existing TEA web pages, your bookmarks will break once the revised site goes live. However, if you change the address in the old bookmark from www.tea.state.tx.us to ritter.tea.state.tx.us, you will be able to access the old web content.

We hope you find the new website easy to use and we welcome your feedback as we fully implement these exciting new changes.  

Sincerely,

Debbie Ratcliffe

Director

Communications and State Board of Education Support

DR/sa

