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M E M O R A N D U M

December 15, 2008

TO:


Superintendents, Texas Public Independent School Districts and Charters
FROM:


Arturo Alonzo

SUBJECT: 
Top 10 Percent Scholarship


The 80th Texas Legislature appropriated funds for a Higher Education Incentive Funding package that includes a scholarship for students graduating in the top 10 percent of their high school class. On October 23, 2008, the Coordinating Board adopted rules for this program on an emergency basis. A copy of the rules is attached. The purpose of the program is to encourage high performing students to attend a public college or university in Texas. All students with financial need (as defined in the rules for the program) who are ranked in the top 10 percent of their high school class at the end of their seventh semester (or sixth if that is the semester used to make admissions decisions) will be eligible for a $2,000 scholarship. 

This scholarship is for students who graduate in spring 2009 and enroll in a public community college or university for the fall 2009 semester. In order to award these scholarships on a timely basis, we need your assistance. We are asking each high school to provide us with names, addresses and PEIMS identification numbers for students who rank in the top 10 percent of their class at the end of their sixth or seventh semester. We will send each of these students a notice of their potential eligibility. Please note the deadline to submit this requested information to the Coordinating Board is January 30, 2009.
In addition to the rules, attached are instructions for the secure transmittal of your data, and an informational piece that can be reproduced and sent to parents. Pending additional legislative funding, this program may have a continuation provision. It is a great opportunity to keep Texas’ brightest students in the state. I appreciate your efforts to make this program a success. 

If you have any questions, please contact Connie Cooper, Assistant Director Grants and Special Programs at (512)427-6384 or Connie.Cooper@thecb.state.tx.us or Ken Pon, Data Specialist at (512) 427-6424 or Ken.Pon@thecb.state.tx.us.
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