
III.  SCHOOL YEAR 1999-2000 TAAS TESTING PROCEDURES RELATED TO EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

 19 TAC §76.1(g)(4)

III.A.
Alternate test dates (e.g., dates other than February 22-24, 2000) may be allowed in extremely extenuating circumstances.  In the past, conditions considered to be extremely extenuating have included schools that were on winter break or year-round education intersession during testing, and campuses that were involved in the State Basketball Tournament held in Austin during which time classes were canceled.  In any case, superintendents requesting alternate dates for individual campuses must obtain prior approval from the Student Assessment Division at TEA.

III.B.
If the district is in session and classes are being held on the testing dates designated by the state, alternate test dates will not be provided for students not in attendance at that time.  Students who are absent during the administration of TAAS, including the exit level, may be tested at the next regularly scheduled administration [Note: the Special May administration of the Exit TAAS test for seniors eligible to graduate and out-of-school examinees is not considered a regularly scheduled administration of the Exit TAAS test].  Students not tested will not have test results and, therefore, will not be included in the Academic Excellence Indicator System for accountability rating or reporting purposes.  Opportunities for local modification of the testing schedule are discussed in part II.

III.C.
Districts that have students who wish to test on-site at an extracurricular activity as explained in the cover letter must obtain prior approval from the Student Assessment Division (512/463-9536).  It will be the responsibility of the school to arrange for facilities in the event on-site testing is requested and approved by the Student Assessment Division.

III.D.  
All students enrolled on a campus must be tested on the same test administration dates.

III.E.
Due to sensitive test security issues related to the writing prompt, the grades 4, 8, and exit level TAAS writing components must be administered to all eligible students on the date that it is scheduled statewide (Tuesday, February 22, 2000) unless the district has been granted an alternate test date or week as discussed above in paragraph III.A.

III.F.  
Although the writing component must be given on Tuesday, February 22, the mathematics and reading components may be administered in any sequence from Tuesday afternoon, February 22, through Saturday, February 26, 2000.  Districts that elect to alter the testing dates or sequence of TAAS tests must report a modification to the Division of School Finance and Support (form attached).

III.G.  Students may take more than one component of the TAAS on a single day provided all students on the campus adhere to the same schedule (e.g., mathematics in the morning, reading in the afternoon).

III.H.
Districts that are test sites for out-of-school examinees must notify individuals who wish to test of any modified testing schedule.

I.  SCHOOL YEAR 1999-2000 MODIFIED TEST SCHEDULE OPTIONS RELATED TO 19 TAC §76.1(g)(4)

Districts involved in extracurricular activities during the week of TAAS testing that have been scheduled beyond the control of the district may wish to consider the following schedule options for the mathematics and reading TAAS components.  Districts may also request approval to test on-site of extracurricular activities such as those discussed in the cover letter.

I.A.
The writing component must be administered on Tuesday, February 22.  No TAAS tests may be administered on Monday, February 21. 

I.B.
The mathematics and reading components of the TAAS may be administered on any day(s) during the week of Tuesday, February 22, through Saturday, February 26, provided all students on the campus adhere to the same schedule.  

I.C.

Districts participating in the UIL basketball play-offs and/or that have students participating in extracurricular activities scheduled beyond the control of the district may wish to review and consider the following schedule options:

Schedule 1 Option with Play-off Game on Monday (all students on the campus test on same schedule):

 Monday


Tuesday
  

Wednesday  
        through  

Saturday


No TAAS tests may be given
TAAS writing
  

TAAS mathematics and/or reading

Play-off game *

(* district must report an exception to the rule because the play-off game is held on the evening prior to the TAAS writing)     

Schedule 2 Option with Play-off Game on Tuesday (all students on the campus test on the same schedule):

Monday



Tuesday
   

Wednesday  
        through  

Saturday   



No TAAS tests may be given
TAAS writing
    


TAAS 
mathematics and/or reading






Play-off game *






(* district must report an exception to the rule if TAAS is given on Wednesday)


Schedule 3 Option with Play-off Game on Tuesday; no TAAS tests given on Wednesday (all students on the campus test on the same schedule):
Monday
Tuesday
  

Wednesday        
Thursday  
through  
Saturday

No TAAS tests may be given     TAAS writing
 

No TAAS given *   
      TAAS mathematics and/or reading


 Play-off game


(* district must report a modification)

I.D.
Any subsequent conflict with the SBOE rule that occurs as a result of a locally modified testing schedule shall not be considered a violation of the rule (e.g., if a school modifies the test schedule by not testing on Wednesday due to a play-off game, but because of the modified schedule, a conflict occurs with another extracurricular activity previously scheduled for Thursday, the Thursday night conflict will not be considered a rule violation).

I.E.
Districts involved in UIL basketball play-offs are encouraged to modify the TAAS testing schedule in order to comply with 19 TAC §76.1(g)(4).  However, in the event that is not possible, districts must complete the attached REPORT OF MODIFICATION/EXCEPTION TO THE TAAS TESTING SCHEDULE.  State Board of Education rules require that the commissioner report all exceptions to the board.

I.F.
Practice does not meet the definition of an extracurricular activity as stated in the SBOE rule; therefore, unless local policy or administrative directives state otherwise, practice is allowed.

I.G.
Districts with single-campus grade arrangements such as K-8 and K-12 may observe traditional grade breaks for the purpose of the rule.  For example, a single campus K-12 district may allow grade 9-12 extracurricular activities to occur prior to TAAS if only grades 3-8 are being tested.


II. REPORT OF MODIFICATION AND/OR EXCEPTION TO THE TAAS TESTING SCHEDULE

(Only districts that have modified the testing schedule or that are reporting an exception to 19 TAC 76.1(g)(4) should complete this form)
Please return this form no later than March 17, 2000 to: 

TEA Division of Field Services

1701 N. Congress Avenue

Austin, Texas  78701

Fax:  
 512/463-9227

Phone:  512/463-9354

__________________________________________________________________________

SCHOOL DISTRICT

           * CAMPUS                                 DATE SUBMITTED



___________________________________________________________________________

CONTACT PERSON

          
PHONE

           FAX

*  
Multi-campus districts may complete the form and attach a list of campuses that have tested on the same modified schedule.  If campuses within multi-campus districts have tested on different dates within a modified schedule, please indicate the various testing dates per campus for mathematics and reading.

Review the following and check all that apply:

A.
​​_____  The testing schedule was modified locally within the dates of Tuesday, February 22,  through Saturday, February 26, 2000.



Indicate below the dates on which the TAAS tests were administered. 

Date of exit level mathematics  ______________________


Date of exit level reading  _____________________

B.
_____   The district is reporting an exception to 19 TAC §76.1(g)(4).

C.
Reason for the modification or exception (check all that apply):


Students were involved in the following


________    UIL basketball play-offs


________
Other (Please explain below or attach an explanation)  









Attachment I





Attachment III





Attachment II








