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July 8, 2005

TO THE ADMINISTRATOR ADDRESSED:

SUBJECT:  Status of Federal and Non-Foundation School Program State Formula Grant Awards

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with the status of federal and non-Foundation School Program state formula funds.  Funding sources are listed below, along with their respective status as of Friday, July 8, 2005.  

NOTE 1: Descriptions of programs, funding, and timelines for state-funded grants for the 2005-2006 school year as provided are contingent upon the outcome of the current Special Session of the 79th Texas Legislature. Currently, there is no approved appropriations bill for public education for the 2005-2006 school year.
NOTE 2: General information about the Texas Education Agency Secure Environment (TEA SE), the agency’s logon system for eGrants and the Grants Expenditure Reports system (ER), may be found at the end of this letter.

2005-2006 SCHOOL YEAR - STATE FUNDS

Accelerated Reading Instruction & Accelerated Math Instruction (ARI/AMI)

The 2004-2005 ARI/AMI grants end August 31, 2005. All reporting requirements for the 2004-2005 ARI/AMI grants must be completed by September 30, 2005. The last date to file a revised final expenditure report is October 31, 2005. All reports will be filed via the Consolidated Reading Initiative Report, which will be available only through TEA’s eGrants system.  A TEA SE logon ID is required. It is anticipated that this eGrants report will be available on or about July 15, 2005. Failure to complete the 2004-2005 reporting requirements by the established deadline could jeopardize grantees’ 2005-2006 ARI/AMI funding. 

It is currently anticipated that the 2005-2006 ARI/AMI eGrants application will open late July to mid-August, pending legislation.  Funding allocations will be made available through the application process.  A program guidance document will be posted on the program division’s website at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/reading/ordering/ordering.html to coincide with the availability of the application. This is the first year that an application must be completed in order to receive ARI/AMI funding.
Intensive Reading Instruction Initiative
All Part I projects end August 15, 2005. Part II projects continue until August 15, 2006.  Information regarding 2005-2006 programs will be forthcoming from the Division of Curriculum following the current Special Legislative Session:  http://www.tea.state.tx.us/curriculum/.

Master Reading/Master Math Grant Programs

The last day to submit 2004-2005 applications for stipends is July 31, 2005. Information regarding the 2005-2006 programs for the Master Reading/Master Math/Master Science Grant programs will be forthcoming from the Division of Curriculum following the current Special Legislative Session: http://www.tea.state.tx.us/curriculum/.

Summer School Program for Limited English Proficient Students (LEP)
A letter confirming the 2004-2005 summer school program for LEP students is posted on the TEA website. http://www.tea.state.tx.us/curriculum/biling/reqsumpro.html. Reimbursement payments to local educational agencies (LEAs) for the 2004-2005, LEP Summer School program will be processed in fall 2005.

Optional Extended Year Program (OEYP)

All reporting requirements for the 2004-2005 OEYP grants must be completed by September 30, 2005.  The last date to file a revised final expenditure report is October 15, 2005.  The final expenditure report will be filed through ER at https://seguin.tea.state.tx.us/apps/app_list.asp.  The final evaluation report will be available online in mid-July, 2005, and must be submitted through the eGrants System.  The expenditure report must be downloaded and submitted by mail.

The 2005-2006 OEYP application, pending legislation, will be available in electronic format through the eGrants system on or about August 1, 2005.  As was the procedure with NCLB eGrants, fiscal agents for these grants must complete an Applicant Designation Certification form (ADC), which should be available online in mid-July, 2005.  General OEYP funding and application information can be found at the Division of Formula Funding website at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/opge/formfund/oeyp.  The deadline for submitting the application is January 16, 2006.  A Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document is posted at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/opge/formfund/oeyp/oeypfaq.pdf and will be updated as new information is available.  In addition to the FAQ document, a PDF version of the evaluation report (that will be submitted through the eGrants system) will be posted to the TEA website in mid-July, 2005.

The state OEYP allocation for 2005-2006 is anticipated to be $15.5 million, pending legislation. The LEAs will not receive a minimum entitlement.  Once an LEA’s application for funding has been approved and a NOGA has been issued, the LEA will report expenditures and draw down funds through the ER system.

Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten Expansion Grant Program

The Cycle 10 (2004-2005) grants will end August 31, 2005.  Program Evaluations are due to the Division of Formula Funding by Wednesday, September 21, 2005.

The reconciliation of Cycles 8 and 9 was completed in February, 2005.  Letters were mailed to grantees describing their Average Daily Attendance (ADA) earned and any overpayments that are to be deducted from the Cycle 10 Notice of Grant Award (NOGA) amount.  The amount of each Cycle 10 NOGA minus any overpayment for Cycle 8 or Cycle 9 will be reflected on the Summary of Finance (SOF) by August, 2005. Grantees who did not have an overpayment and have not received their entire NOGA amount should check with their business managers.  

The Cycle 11 (2005-2006) Request for Application (RFA) will be posted to the TEA Division of Formula Funding website following the end of the Special Legislative Session.  All continuation grantees will receive a letter explaining the details of the Cycle 11 grant, including how to access the RFA, the due date, and any policy changes that have occurred due to the Special Legislative Session.
Life Skills Program for Student Parents (formerly Pregnancy, Education, and Parenting (PEP))

The 2004-2005 PEP grant will end August 31, 2005.  Final Expenditure Reports are due October 15, 2005.  Any revised Final Expenditure Reports are due by November 15, 2005.  All Final Expenditure Reports must be filed through TEA’s ER system. 

The 2005-2006 Life Skills entitlements have been posted on the TEA website, and announcement letters have been mailed to continuation grantees.  The 2005-2006 RFA will be posted on the TEA website, pending the outcome of the current Special Session of the 79th Legislature.  

State Deaf Services

Funding will be addressed in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) section that follows the sections on the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) grants and the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Education grant.

2005-2006 SCHOOL YEAR - FEDERAL FUNDS

NCLB Grant programs

CURRENT 2004-2005 FUNDING ACTIVITIES
Grantees are encouraged to complete their reporting requirements as soon as possible after their project ends. Projects with a summer program or with 12-month employees must report final (cumulative) expenditures through the ER system by August 15, 2005.  Approval of school year 2005-2006 projects is dependent upon receipt of the LEA’s final (cumulative) expenditures for school year 2004-2005.  Before submitting final expenditures, grantees should ensure that salaries as of June 30, 2005, have been recorded using the modified accrual basis of accounting and that Fiscal Year 2005 accrued salaries paid after June 30, 2005, are reported on the final expenditure report.

The deadline for reporting revised final (cumulative) expenditures is September 15, 2005.  Revised final (cumulative) expenditures reported after September 15, 2005, will not be reimbursed and will not be used for determining roll-forward calculations.  No exceptions will be granted.

2005-2006 FUNDING ACTIVITIES
Planning amounts for the following NCLB programs for 2005-2006 are posted on the Division of Formula Funding website at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/opge/formfund .

Title I, Part A


Title II, Part A                        Title IV, Part A



Title I, Part C Migrant

Title II, Part D

       Title V, Part A

Title I, Part D, Subpart 1

Title III, Part A LEP


             Title I, Part D, Subpart 2             Title III, Part A Immigrant

The eGrants Application is open for the submission of the ADC form, and the 2005-2006 Consolidated Application for Federal Funding.  The logon procedures can be found on the following website:  http://www.tea.state.tx.us/opge/egrant/index.html.  The deadline for submission of the Consolidated Application for Federal Funding is September 1, 2005.

Ed-Flex Statewide Administrative Waiver

Title I, Part A limits the amount of funds that can be rolled forward from one fiscal year to the next to 15 percent.  Federal statute provides a waiver for this provision that may be implemented once every three years. The United States Department of Education (USDE) has begun using annual revisions of Census data to determine allocations for LEAs. This allocation approach has increased fluctuations from fiscal year to fiscal year in both LEA eligibility and allocation amounts. Due to these variables, maximum entitlements can no longer be consistently predicted. In cases where an LEA has already used its statutory waiver, an unexpected increase in funding when maximum entitlements are determined could result in a loss of funds if the increased amount causes the LEA to carry forward more than 15 percent. In order to prevent LEAs from losing funds in these circumstances, a Statewide Administrative Waiver under Ed-Flex allows LEAs to waive the 15 percent limitation on roll forward more frequently than once every three years in the event that the LEA’s maximum entitlement resulted in an increase in funding. The Ed-flex waiver is used for each or any of the two years between the 3rd year statutory waivers if the LEA received an increase of more than 15% in its maximum entitlements in each or any of those two years.  This Ed-Flex waiver will not apply to LEAs that did not receive an increase in their maximum entitlements. 

Charter School Information for NCLB Programs:

To initiate the funding process for the NCLB programs, charter schools must certify and submit the SC5010 NCLB Data Request Form for Federal Funding in eGrants no later than July 15, 2005, the submission deadline date.  No exceptions to the submission deadline date will be granted.  Charter schools will be notified of eligibility and planning amounts via certified mail in late July, 2005.  At that time, the GS2210 ADC form will be made available in eGrants for charter schools to designate how they will apply for the NCLB program funds.  

New charter schools that are opening for the first time have an alternate deadline date of November 1, 2005, for submitting the SC5010 NCLB Data Request Form for Federal Funding.

If you have questions, contact Dina Hernandez in the Division of Formula Funding at (512) 463-8525 or e-mail your questions to: formulafunds@tea.state.tx.us 

Title I—School Improvement Program for School Years 2003-2005

Title I—School Improvement Program Grants for School Years 2003-2005 ended on June 30, 2005.  Any unspent balances lapse back to the U. S. Department of Education.  
Title I—School Improvement Program for School Years 2004-2006 with Granted Appeal
Title I—School Improvement Program Grants for School Years 2004-2006 that were granted an appeal ended June 30, 2005.  Final expenditures for projects ending June 30, 2005 must be reported through the ER system by August 15, 2005.  Revised expenditures will not be accepted after September 15, 2005.  If you have questions, please call the Division of Formula Funding at (512) 463-8525.

Title I, Part A Comparability Compliance

As a result of the January, 2005, monitoring visit from the United States Department of Education (USDE), the Texas Education Agency (TEA) received a Finding requiring a change in the process used for computing campus Title I, Part A comparability compliance.  The required action from the Finding directed TEA to modify its method of ensuring LEAs’ comparability compliance for Title I, Part A schools by using current year data rather than PEIMS data, since PEIMS data are not available for use until more than a year after the data are first collected.  LEAs will receive more information about this upcoming requirement during the month of July via communications from the NCLB Program Coordination Division, including the NCLB list-serve.
Title VI, Part B Section 6211- Rural Education Achievement Program (REAP)
A list of LEAs eligible for the REAP program has been received from USDE and is currently posted to the following website:  http://www.tea.state.tx.us/nclb.

Title VI, Part B, Subpart 2 Rural and Low-Income Schools Program

A list of eligible districts has not yet been received from USDE.  When TEA receives the list, entitlements will be calculated and the Standard Application System (SAS) and eligibility/entitlement list will be posted to the NCLB Program Coordination Division website at www.tea.state.tx.us/nclb .

Carl D. Perkins Grant
CURRENT 2004-2005 FUNDING ACTIVITIES
The 2004-2005 federal career and technology education project ended June 30, 2005.  The deadline for submitting the 2004-2005 project final expenditure reports is August 15, 2005.

2005-2006 FUNDING ACTIVITIES
Eligible districts may request 2005-2006 funding under the Perkins Act via Web SAS through October 15, 2005.  Charter schools may apply for Perkins funds in September when adjusted Census numbers become available.  LEAs will be notified concerning reallocation amounts via letters to superintendents after October 15, 2005.  The projected date for schools to submit amendments to apply for reallocation funds is November 1, 2005.  A message will be posted on the Division of Formula Funding website at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/opge/formfund/ to notify LEAs that amendments are being accepted for reallocations. The 2005-2006 grant ends on June 30, 2006.  Critical deadlines are as follows: 
· March 15, 2006 for submitting amendments for equipment requests; 
· June 1, 2006 for submitting all amendments for Perkins funds and closure of 2005-06 grant application; 
· August 15, 2006 for submitting the 2005-2006 project final expenditure report.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
CURRENT 2004-2005 FUNDING ACTIVITIES 
The deadline for the 2004-2005 Web SAS submission for applications and amendments was May 18, 2005. The last of the 2004-2005 applications and amendments are currently being processed.  

The following chart provides deadlines for 2004-2005 final expenditure reporting.  The ER system may be accessed at https://seguin.tea.state.tx.us/apps/logon.asp .  
	FUND
	CYCLE
	Deadline for Filing Required Final Expenditure Report (FER)
	Deadline for Filing revised FER

	IDEA-B Formula
	7-1-2004 through 
6-30-2005
	8-15-2005
	9-15-2005

	IDEA-B Preschool
	7-1-2004 through
6-30-2005
	8-15-2005
	9-15-2005

	IDEA-B Capacity Building
	7-1-2004 through
6-30-2005
	8-15-2005
	9-15-2005

	IDEA-B Discretionary

Rider 60
	7-1-2004 through 

6-30-2005
	7-31-2005
	8-31-2005

	IDEA-B Discretionary*
	Varies
	Varies
	Varies

	IDEA-D Deaf-Blind
	10-1-2004 through

9-30-2005
	11-15-2005
	12-15-2005


*IDEA-B Discretionary end dates and reporting requirements may vary, depending on the specific approval granted.  However, final expenditure reports are required 45 days after the grant end date.  There is an additional 30 days to revise the final expenditure report.

Deaf Programs

CURRENT 2004-2005 FUNDING ACTIVITIES

All of the applications and amendments have been processed.

The following chart provides deadlines for 2004-2005 final expenditure reporting.  The ER system may be accessed at https://seguin.tea.state.tx.us/apps/logon.asp. 
	
FUND
	CYCLE
	Deadline for Filing Required Final Expenditure Report (FER)
	Deadline for Filing revised FER

	
IDEA-B Formula (Deaf)
	7-1-2004 through 
6-30-2005
	8-15-2005
	9-15-2005

	
IDEA-B Preschool (Deaf)
	7-1-2004 through
6-30-2005
	8-15-2005
	9-15-2005

	
IDEA-B Capacity Building (Deaf)
	7-1-2004 through
6-30-2005
	8-15-2005
	9-15-2005

	IDEA-C Early Intervention (Deaf)
	7-1-2004 through
6-30-2005
	8-15-2005
	9-15-2005

	IDEA-B Discretionary

 (Deaf)
	7-1-2004 through
8-31-2005
	10-15-2005
	11-15-2005

	State Deaf
	9-1-2004 through
8-31-2005
	10-15-2005
	11-15-2005


 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Services for the Deaf:  

2005-2006 FUNDING ACTIVITIES
The 2005-2006 tentative entitlements were made available in Web SAS on May 23, 2005.  Web SAS is now open for LEAs to submit their budgets for the 2005-2006 school year.  The effective dates for the use of funds approved for 2005-2006 is July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006 for federal funds (other than IDEA-B Discretionary) and September 1, 2005 through August 31, 2006 for state funds.  The effective date for applications received after July 1, 2005, will be the date the application is received by the Agency via Web SAS.

Newly Opened Charter Schools

Correspondence for newly opened charter schools for 2005-2006 will be mailed in September.  Charter schools should use the automated 2005-2006 Web SAS to report basic school information and the count of students with disabilities enrolled and receiving special education services as of October 3, 2005.  System availability will begin October 3, 2005, and close on October 24, 2005.

Significantly Expanded Charter Schools

Correspondence for significantly expanded charter schools for 2005-2006 will be mailed by October, 2005.  Charter schools should use the automated 2005-2006 Web SAS to report basic school information and the count of students with disabilities enrolled and receiving special education services as of November 1, 2005.  System availability will begin November 1, 2005, and close on November 22, 2005.  

Shared Services Arrangements (SSAs)

New and/or revised SSA contracts are due to the TEA by October 1, 2005.  Please refer to the IDEA Coordination website at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/special.ed/funding/ssa.html for more information regarding SSA procedures.

TEA SE ID Required for eGrants and ER 

Effective March 1, 2004, the eGrants system and ER system require a TEA SE ID for each individual who would be entering and/or certifying and submitting grant application information and expenditure data in ER. For information about TEA SE, visit http://www.tea.state.tx.us/webappaccess/AppsRefSht-TS2.htm. To request a TEA SE ID for eGrants and ER, access the following web link: TEA Secure Environment (TEA SE) Access Request Form.
Detailed information and instructions on how to apply for eGrants and ER access can be found by visiting this link:  "How to Apply Procedures".
It takes approximately two weeks to process the TEA SE ID request.  Applicants are strongly encouraged to submit the TEA SE ID form as early as possible to facilitate access to the application when it becomes available through eGrants.  Not having the appropriate TEA SE ID will not be an acceptable excuse for missing submission deadlines.

Should you have any questions regarding any of the information provided in this letter, please contact the Division of Formula Funding at (512) 463-8525.

Sincerely,

Nora Ibáñez Hancock, Ed.D.

Associate Commissioner

Office for Planning, Grants and Evaluation

cc:
ESC Executive Directors


ESC Core Group

