October 18, 2001

TO THE ADMINISTRATOR ADDRESSED:

Subject:  GED Testing/In-School GED Program

The GED National Testing Service has developed a new test that will be released on January 1, 2002.  Because of differences between the current GED test and the new test series a GED candidate will not be able to combine scores across the two GED test series.  In order to be eligible for a Certificate of High School Equivalency based on the current test series, GED candidates must successfully complete the full battery of tests before January 1, 2002.  If a candidate has not successfully completed the battery prior to this date, the scores will be invalid and the individual must complete the entire 2002 GED test series.  

School districts participating in the pilot in-school GED program are reminded again that this program officially ends as of December 31, 2001.  Beginning in January 1, 2002, in-school GED preparation will be restricted to only those programs approved under High School Equivalency Program (HSEP) guidelines.  Current statute allows districts that were operating approved in-school GED pilot programs during the 2000-2001 school year to apply for participation in the HSEP.  An application was mailed earlier this month to all districts and charter schools eligible for participation in the HSEP.  Districts or charter schools receiving applications must reapply and receive agency approval prior to operating a program.  To begin an HSEP in January 2002 applications must be received by the agency on or before November 9, 2001.

For additional information on the GED 2002 Test Series you may reference the following website, www.acenet.edu/calec/ged, or you may contact Dr. Walter Tillman at (512) 463-5491.  Please contact Dr. Nolan Wood at (512) 475-1233 for questions regarding the HSEP.

Respectfully yours,

Arturo Almendarez

Deputy Commissioner

Programs and Instruction

