	Funding Available 


TO THE ELIGIBLE APPLICANT ADDRESSED: 

SUBJECT: Request for Application (RFA) #701-07-110 

AchieveTexas College and Career Redesign grant (Competitive) 

Eligible Applicants 
The Texas Education Agency (TEA) is requesting applications under RFA #701-07-110 from school districts or open enrollment charters for the AchieveTexas College and Career Redesign Grant. To be eligible for funding, the school district or open enrollment charter school must currently be eligible for Career and Technical Education (CTE) formula funds even if they do not actually receive the funds. The school district or open enrollment school must follow all requirements and indicators outlined in this RFA. In addition, the campus must serve either CTE students in grades 7-12 or serve CTE students in grades 9-12 and have an active relationship with the feeder middle school(s).  The campus must also have received a rating of Exemplary, Recognized, or Academically Acceptable under the 2006 state accountability rating system. 
Description of Program

The purpose of this RFA is to solicit competitive grant applications from eligible applicants to align high school, postsecondary education, and economic development activities and the broader high school curriculum for one of the following 16 career clusters: 

Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources
Architecture and Construction
Arts, A/V Technology and Communications
Business, Management and Administration 
Education and Training 
Finance
Government and Public Administration 
Health Science 
Hospitality and Tourism 
Human Services 
Information Technology 
Law, Public Safety, Corrections and Security 
Manufacturing 
Marketing, Sales and Service 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
and Transportation, Distribution and Logistics 
Applicants must develop a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with a postsecondary institution.  The MOU must describe how the applicant and the postsecondary institution will partner to deliver college credit hours to students, provide teacher professional development, and align curriculum with postsecondary requirements. Funding from this AchieveTexas College and Career Redesign Grant program will support CTE redesign to increase student achievement by engaging and exposing students to innovative academic and career and technical instruction while simultaneously acting as demonstration sites to improve teaching and learning statewide. Every redesign cluster will provide a rigorous, well-rounded education with outstanding academic and career and technical instruction, integrating technology across the curriculum. Grant funds for this program will be available one time only. No continuation funding is planned at this time.

Dates of Program

Applicants should plan for a starting date of no earlier than August 1, 2007, and an ending date of no later than July 31, 2008. 
Program Funding
This grant is competitive. A total of approximately $3,086,782 is available for funding AchieveTexas College and Career Redesign grants during the August 1, 2007 through July 31, 2008 project period. It is anticipated that approximately 64 applicants will be awarded grants. Applicants are eligible to apply for up to a maximum of $50,000 per campus and must submit one application per campus. 

Requesting the Application 
A complete copy of RFA #701-07-110 may be obtained by writing the Document Control Center, Room 6-108, Texas Education Agency, William B. Travis Building, 1701 N. Congress Avenue, Austin, Texas 78701; by calling (512) 463-9304; by faxing (512) 463-9811; or by e-mailing dcc@tea.state.tx.us. Please refer to the RFA number and title in your request. Provide your name, complete mailing address, and phone number including area code. The announcement letter and complete RFA will also be posted in the Application and Support Information section for viewing and downloading on the TEA website at:

http://burleson.tea.state.tx.us/GrantOpportunities/forms/GrantProgramSearch.aspx.

For Further Information 
For clarifying information about the AchieveTexas College and Career Redesign grant, contact Kathy Mihalik, Discretionary Grants Division, Texas Education Agency, (512) 463-9269. In order to assure that no prospective applicant may obtain a competitive advantage because of acquisition of information unknown to other prospective applicants, any additional information, that is different from or in addition to, information provided in the RFA will be provided only in response to written inquires. Copies of all such inquiries and the written answers thereto will be posted on the TEA website in the format of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) in the Application and Support Information section on the TEA website at:
 http://burleson.tea.state.tx.us/GrantOpportunities/forms/GrantProgramSearch.aspx.
Deadline for Receipt of Applications
Applications must be received by the Texas Education Agency, Document Control Center, by 5:00 p.m. (Central Time), Thursday, June 14, 2007, to be considered for funding.
Sincerely, 
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Nora Ibáñez Hancock, Ed.D 

Associate Commissioner

Office for Planning, Grants and Evaluation 

cc:
Karen Batchelor
_1200564661.bin

