April 7, 2008


TO THE ADMINISTRATOR ADDRESSED:
Subject: Texas Governor’s Schools 
As authorized by the Texas Education Code (TEC) §61.07621, the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) has announced the 2008 Texas Governor’s School (TGS) grantees.  A Texas Governor’s School is a summer residential program for high-achieving high school students.  Summaries of each of the three 2008 TGS programs follow: 

Lamar University - Beaumont, Texas

The Texas Governor’s School proposed by Lamar University will be a three-week program serving 100 academically high-achieving 10th and 11th grade students recruited from throughout the state, representing all 20 Education Service Center (ESC) regions, and reflecting the ethnic diversity of Texas.  The program will focus on three key priorities set by the THECB:  1) promote effective public or higher education; 2) promote high academic expectations leading to college readiness or completion; and 3) encourage student motivation, academic efficacy, and persistence.  The overall program objectives are to provide in-depth instruction in content with emphasis on developing leadership skills; provide teacher training in gifted education; and serve as a model for secondary gifted education.  Objectives geared toward student participants are to develop leadership skills and intrinsic motivation.

For more information regarding the TGS at Lamar University, please contact Dr. Dorothy Sisk, Professor, College of Education & Human Development, Lamar University at (409) 880-8046 or dsisk@my.lamar.edu.

Midwestern State University - Wichita Falls, Texas

The TGS proposed by Midwestern State University is for a three-week residential summer camp for 100 academically/intellectually advanced 10th and 11th grade students to better prepare them for college acceptance and for the overall college experience.  The goal of the camp is to promote: 1) effective public and higher education teaching; and 2) high academic expectations leading to college readiness and completion.  This will be achieved by providing a rigorous curriculum taught by faculty and professionals in the areas of math, science, and community service.

For more information regarding the TGS at Midwestern State University, please contact Candice Fulton, Assistant Professor, Chemistry Department, Midwestern State University at (940) 397-4450 or candice.fulton@mwsu.edu.

University of North Texas - Denton, Texas

The TGS proposed by the University of North Texas will focus on science and mathematics and serve 76 students selected from the 20 educational regions of the state.  The program goals are to:  1) expand the students’ views of science and technology and their interrelation with other aspects of human development including the arts, history, and philosophy; 2) encourage the students to look beyond their high school coursework and develop academic plans for college and beyond; 3) develop new instructional methods and materials for secondary and university programs; and 4) create informal learning networks among high achieving young Texans.

For more information regarding the TGS at University of North Texas, please contact Dr. Richard F. Reidy, Chair, Department of Materials Science and Engineering, University of North Texas at (940) 565-2031 or reidy@unt.edu.

Details about how your students can apply to participate in one of these programs will be disseminated as it becomes available through TEA’s Gifted/Talented Education listserv. You may join this listserv by visiting http://miller.tea.state.tx.us/list/.  For further information about each program, please contact the program director named above.  For further information about gifted/talented education and other advanced academics programs in Texas, please contact Kelly Callaway, Director of Advanced Academics/Gifted Education, at (512) 463-9581 or kelly.callaway@tea.state.tx.us.
Sincerely,

Sharon Jackson
Associate Commissioner
Standards and Programs
