December 3, 2007

TO THE ADMINISTRATOR ADDRESSED:

Re: 
19 TAC Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter F, Graduation Requirements, 
Beginning with School Year 2007-2008
The State Board of Education (SBOE) approved amendments to 19 TAC Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter F, Graduation Requirements, Beginning with School Year 2007-2008, at the November 2006 board meeting.  Rules further clarifying the requirements in Subchapter F were adopted by the SBOE at the November 2007 meeting.
The revised graduation requirements in Subchapter F reflect the addition of a fourth credit of math and a fourth credit of science to the Recommended High School Program (RHSP) and the Distinguished Achievement Program (DAP) as mandated in Housel Bill 1, 79th Texas Legislature, Third Called Session, 2006.  Implementation of the new graduation requirements is required beginning in school year 2007-08, and is applicable to students entering ninth grade this year.  The amendments to Subchapter F change the number of credits required for graduation under the RHSP and DAP from 24 to 26. 

Mathematics
Under the RHSP, four credits of mathematics are required.  The credits must consist of Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry.  After successful completion of Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II, a student may select the fourth required credit from the approved list of mathematics courses. Mathematical Models with Applications may be taken as one of the four mathematics credits, but if selected, Mathematical Models with Applications must be taken prior to Algebra II.
Under the DAP, four credits of mathematics are required. The credits must consist of Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry and an additional SBOE-approved mathematics course for which Algebra II is a prerequisite.
Science

Under the RHSP, four credits of science are required.  One credit must be a biology credit.  Two additional credits must be chosen from Integrated Physics and Chemistry (IPC), a chemistry credit and a physics credit.  IPC cannot be taken as the final or fourth year of science, but must be taken before the senior year of high school.  The fourth year of science may be selected from the list of state approved laboratory-based courses.  IPC will no longer count as one of the four science credits for students entering Grade 9 in the 2012-2013 school year or later.
Under the DAP, four credits of science are required.  The credits must consist of biology, chemistry, physics, and an additional approved laboratory-based science course. IPC cannot be taken as one of the four science credits.
At the November 2007 meeting, the SBOE adopted an amendment to establish in rule a grandfather clause allowing students who took IPC in Grade 8 during the 2006-2007 school year, and who wish to graduate under the Distinguished Achievement Program, to count IPC as one of their four science credits.
To learn more about the graduation requirements please visit our website at the following address: www.tea.state.tx.us/curriculum/fourbyfour.html
Please share the Chapter 74 revisions with curriculum directors, administrators, counselors, and other appropriate leaders within your district. Thank you for all the hard work you do on behalf of Texas students.

Sincerely,

Susan Barnes

Associate Commissioner for Standards and Programs

Attachments:
Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Changes to Graduation Requirements 

