
May 23, 2001

TO THE ADMINISTRATOR ADDRESSED:

SUBJECT: Early Reading Assessments

Texas Education Code §28.006 requires the Commissioner of Education to adopt a list of early reading instruments that school districts may use to diagnose student reading development and comprehension in Kindergarten, Grade 1 and Grade 2.  Each school district and charter school is required to administer these diagnostic assessments according to the Commissioner's recommendations for administration.  Districts and charter schools are required to report the results of all instruments included in their chosen option to their local school board and the Commissioner of Education.  Individual student results must be reported to the child's parent and/or guardian.  This year the Commissioner's List underwent an extensive review process and instruments were evaluated using the following criteria:

• Scientific research‑based

• Ability to assess more than one domain

• Validity and reliability

• Cost‑effectiveness

• Ease of administration for the classroom teacher

Enclosed is the Commissioner's List of Reading Instruments for the 2001‑2002 school year.  The Texas Education Agency will directly purchase instruments ordered from this list for school districts/charter schools. Again this year, the online ordering system via the TEA Internet site http://www.tea.state.tx.us/reading/era.html will be available for your use.  Information and instructions regarding how to order the instruments are enclosed.  If you do not have access to Internet technology, you can request a paper order form by calling (800) 819‑5713.  Completed orders must be submitted to TEA on or before Friday, June 15, 2001.  For additional information, please contact the Office of Statewide Initiatives at (512) 463‑9027 or (800) 819‑5713.

Sincerely,

Jim Nelson

Commissioner of Education

Enclosures

2001‑2002 COMMISSIONER’S LIST OF READING INSTRUMENTS FOR TEXAS PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND CHARTER SCHOOLS
English Language Instrument Options for Kindergarten

Option 1:
Texas Primary Reading Inventory (revised 2001‑2002 edition)

Option 2: 
Observation Survey Part II

Option 3: 
Phonemic Awareness and Phonics Inventory (PAPI)

Spanish Language Instrument Options for Kindergarten
Option 1:
El Inventario de Lectura en Español de Tejas (Tejas LEE)


(Spanish reconstruction of the TPRI)

Option 2:
Instrumento de Observación Part II

English Language Instrument Options for First Grade
Option 1:
Texas Primary Reading Inventory (revised 2001‑2002 edition)

Option 2:
Phonemic Awareness and Phonics Inventory (PAPI) and one of the

following:


a. Qualitative Reading Inventory


b. Diagnostic Assessment of Reading


c. Developmental Reading Assessment

Option 3:
Observational Survey Part II and Degrees of Reading Power

Spanish Language Instrument Options for First Grade
Option 1:
El Inventario de Lectura en Español de Tejas (Tejas LEE)


(Spanish reconstruction of the TPRI)

Option 2:
Instrumento de Observación Part II and Evaluación del Desarrollo de la


Lectura (EDL)

English Language Instrument Options for Second Grade

Option 1:
Texas Primary Reading Inventory (revised 2001‑2002 edition)

Option 2:
Phonemic Awareness and Phonics Inventory (PAPI) and one of the


following:


a. Qualitative Reading Inventory


b. Diagnostic Assessment of Reading


c. Developmental Reading Assessment

Spanish Language Instrument Options for Second Grade

Option 1:
El Inventario de Lectura en Español de Tejas (Tejas LEE)


(Spanish reconstruction of the TPRI)

Option 2:
Instrumento de Observación Part II and Evaluación del Desarrollo de la


Lectura (EDL)
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K‑2 Reading Instruments

Online Ordering Information

Texas Education Agency Austin, Texas May 2001



Preparing to complete the Early Reading Instrument Order
You will need following information to complete the ordering process:

· District Contact Name ‑ One person should be designated as the contact for the entire district. This person should be available by telephone during the summer months in case of shipping difficulties.

· Shipping Address ‑ The address given should be able to accept large parcel deliveries during summer months. No P.0. Box Numbers please.

· Alternate Instruments ‑ If the district is electing an instrument that is not on the state‑adopted list, please indicate the grade level(s) using the alternate instruments. Alternate instruments may be used in addition to instruments ordered via this form.

· Optional: If using a locally‑approved instrument you may choose to inform TEA what instrument you are using. This information will not be used for accountability; rather, this information will help TEA staff identify additional instruments that may be suitable for the Commissioner's list.

· Number of Kindergarten Teachers ‑ Districts may request additional instruments in cases where dual English and Spanish administration is being conducted and in cases where kindergarten teachers conduct 2 half‑day sessions. Please note: include the additional kits requested in the number of Kindergarten teachers. The number of Kindergarten teachers must match the number of kits being requested.

· Number of Kindergarten Students ‑ Please enter the estimated number of Kindergarten students enrolling in the school district for the 2001‑2002 school year. This number does not have to be exact, only an estimation of the fall enrollment.

· If selecting an English‑Language Instrument from the state‑adopted list, identify the name of the Kindergarten instrument to be used as you complete the order.

· If selecting a Spanish‑Language Instrument from the state‑adopted list, identify the name of the Kindergarten instrument to be used as you complete the order.

· Number of Grade 1 Teachers ‑ Districts may request additional instruments in cases where dual English and Spanish administration is being conducted and in cases of teachers with a classroom of multi‑grade students. Please note: include the additional kits requested in the number of Grade 1 teachers. The number of Grade 1 teachers must match the number of kits being requested.
· Number of Grade 1 Students ‑ Please enter the estimated number of Grade 1 students enrolling in the school district for the 2001‑2002 school year. This number does not have to be exact, only an estimation of the fall enrollment.
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· If selecting an English‑language instrument from the state‑adopted list, identify the name of the Grade 1 instrument to be used as you complete the order.

· If selecting a Spanish‑language instrument from the state‑adopted list, identify the name of the Grade 1 instrument to be used as you complete the order.

· Number of Grade 2 Teachers ‑ Districts may request additional instruments in cases where dual English and Spanish administration is being conducted and in cases of teachers with a classroom of multi‑grade students. Please note: include the additional kits requested in the number of Grade 2 teachers. The number of Grade 2 teachers must match the number of kits being requested.

· Number of Grade 2 Students ‑ Please enter the estimated number of Grade 2 students enrolling in the school district for the 2001‑2002 school year. This number does not have to be exact, only an estimation of the fall enrollment.

· If selecting an English‑language instrument from the state‑adopted list, identify the name of the Grade 2 instrument to be used as you complete the order.

· If selecting a Spanish‑language instrument from the state‑adopted list, identify the name of the Grade 2 instrument to be used as you complete the order.

IMPORTANT: Please verify that all your information is complete and correct. You may not change any information using the Online Ordering System after you submit your order.

[image: image6.png]
Technology Requirements 

· A personal computer. You do not need any special software loaded on your computer, only an Internet browser.

· Internet service from an Internet service provider (ISP). If you do not have Internet capability, you can request a paper order form by calling the Office of Statewide Initiatives at (512) 463-9027 or (800) 819‑5713.

· A standard Internet browser, either Netscape (4.7 or later) or Microsoft Internet Explorer (5.0 or later). Both browsers are now available free of charge. You can download the Netscape browser at http://home.netscape.com/browsers/index.html or the Microsoft Explorer browser at http://www.microsoft.com/windows/IE/.
Accessing the Online Order Form

1.
Open your Internet browser ‑ either Netscape or Microsoft Explorer.

2. Enter the following Internet address:

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/reading/era.html

          Press <ENTER>.

3.
Select Early Reading Instruments Online Order Form (2001‑2002) that will display the Texas


Education Agency Security Exchange (TEASE) Login Page.

3. Enter your Username. Each LEA has a generic Username consisting of the letter “r” and the 6‑digit


county district number. For example, Austin ISD would have a username of r227901. Do not


type spaces or dashes in your Username.

5. Enter your password. This password is unique to the generic Username. For the new funding year


2001‑2002, TEA has set the password to the word "password". You will be prompted and

required to change your password upon initial entry of the system. Please make note of your

password for future reference.
6. Click the <Continue> button.

7.
A successful login will display the application list page. Click RI ‑ Early Reading Instruments

Order Form (2001‑2002) from the drop‑down menu or from the application list.
 Instructions for Completing Order Form

After you have gathered the information needed to complete the order form, enter this information on the form. Listed below are the basic steps involved in ordering the reading instruments online.

1.
The co-district is prepopulated.

2. The district name is prepopulated.

3.
Enter the name of the school district contact.

4.
Enter the shipping address where the instruments are being sent. No P.0. Box numbers.

5.
Enter the name of the city where the instruments are being sent.

6.
Enter the ZIP code where the instruments are being sent.

7.
Enter the telephone number where the school district contact can be reached.

8.
Enter the e-mail address of the school district contact, this information is optional.

9.
If the district is electing an instrument that is not on the state‑adopted list, please indicate at what grade level(s) an alternate instrument is being used.

10. Enter the number of Kindergarten teachers in the school district.  (Do not use commas.)

11. Enter the number of Kindergarten students in the district.  (Do not use commas.)

12. Enter the name of the Kindergarten instrument administered during the 2000-2001 school year.

13. Enter the number of Kindergarten English‑Language Instruments requested.

14. Enter the number of Kindergarten Spanish‑ Language Instruments requested.

15. Enter the number of Grade 1 teachers in the school district.  (Do not use commas.)

16. Enter the number of Grade 1 students in the district.  (Do not use commas.)

17. Enter the name of the Grade 1 instrument administered during the 2000-2001 school year.

18. Enter the number of Grade 1 English‑ Language Instruments requested.  If you choose Option 2 

Phonemic Awareness and Phonics Inventory (PAPI), you must also select one, and ONLY ONE,

supplemental instrument listed by clicking the corresponding radio button.

19. Enter the number of Grade 1 Spanish‑ Language Instruments requested in the box that matches your selected option.

20. Enter the number of Grade 2 teachers in the school district.  (Do not use commas.)

21. Enter the number of Grade 2 students in the district.  (Do not use commas.)

22. Enter the name of the Grade 2 instrument administered during the 2000-2001 school year.

23. Enter the number of Grade 2 English‑ Language Instruments requested.  If you choose Option 2

Phonemic Awareness and Phonics Inventory (PAPI), you must also select one, and ONLY ONE,

supplemental instrument listed by clicking the corresponding radio button.

24. Enter the number of Grade 2 Spanish‑ Language Instruments requested in the box that matches your selection.

25. Submit the order by clicking the Submit Button.

26. A pop-up window will ask you if you have verified your order.  If not, click Cancel.  Click “OK” to submit the report.

27. When your order has been successfully submitted you will receive a summary report.  Please print a copy of the report for your files.
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 Troubleshooting

When using new technology, situations arise that can cause difficulty and result in frustration. Listed below are a few circumstances that may cause difficulty when submitting your order.

? Problem ‑>System will not accept the number of instruments requested.

(Possible Causes:

Check to ensure that the number requested does not exceed the number of teachers indicated. All instruments are packaged as Classroom Sets that include teacher manuals and student materials. School districts should request instruments based upon the number of teachers administering the instruments.
? Problem‑> System will not accept the option selected.

(Possible Causes:

Options that are packaged as a group of instruments require you to select one additional instrument from the list to complete the option. For example, Option 2 in Grade 1 requires you to select the Phonemic Awareness and Phonics Inventory (PAPI), and the Qualitative Reading Inventory (QRI), or the Diagnostic Assessment of Reading (DAR), or Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) by clicking on the radio button of one of the instruments to complete the combination. Instruments are packaged into groups to ensure that phonological awareness, word reading, reading accuracy and reading comprehension are evaluated.

As additional questions arise through using the system, TEA staff will update the Texas Reading Initiative Internet site with questions and answers. You can access the Internet information at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/reading/era.html.
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Contact Information

If you have any problems or questions ordering reading instruments, please contact staff at the

Office of Statewide Initiatives:

( (512) 463‑9027 or (800) 819‑5713

( stateini@tea.state.tx.us
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