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July 24, 2008
To the Administrator Addressed:

Subject: Texas Free Prekindergarten Program Update: Eligibility of children who are in or who have been in Foster Care
We would like to take this opportunity to remind school districts and open-enrollment charter schools of the six categories of children eligible for free prekindergarten, and to draw particular attention to the sixth category added during the last legislative session.
Texas Free Prekindergarten
In 2007, the Texas Legislature amended Section 29.153 of the Texas Education Code to include among those who are eligible for free prekindergarten, children who are in or who have ever been in the conservatorship of the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) following an adversary hearing. This includes not only children who are in or who have been in DFPS conservatorship, but also children who have been adopted or returned to their parents after being in DFPS conservatorship. For guidance and procedures for reporting student attendance of eligible prekindergarten students, please refer to Section 7 of the 2008-2009 Student Attendance Accounting Handbook.
Texas Education Code §29.153, Free Prekindergarten for Certain Children
Summary of Eligibility:

A child is eligible for enrollment in prekindergarten if at least three years of age and:

1. is unable to speak and comprehend the English language;

2. is educationally disadvantaged;

3. is homeless;

4. is the child of an active duty member of the armed forces of the United States;

5. is the child of a member of the armed forces who was injured or killed while on active duty; or

6. is or ever has been in the conservatorship of the Department of Family and Protective Services following an adversary hearing.

The Texas Department of Family and Protective Services, Division of Child Protective Services (DFPS/CPS) mailed verification letters of prekindergarten eligibility to the parents and caregivers of the 15,000 eligible children. Please accept that letter as proof of eligibility. Contact the DFPS Education Specialist in your area for assistance (list attached) or for a description of other forms of proof of eligibility.
Sincerely,

Gina S. Day
Deputy Associate Commissioner, State Initiatives
Attachments
Texas Education Code, §29.153

FREE PREKINDERGARTEN FOR CERTAIN CHILDREN
(a)
A district shall offer prekindergarten classes if the district identifies 15 or more children who are eligible under Subsection (b) and are at least four years of age. A school district may offer prekindergarten classes if the district identifies 15 or more eligible children who are at least three years of age. A district may not charge tuition for a prekindergarten class offered under this section.

(b)
A child is eligible for enrollment in a prekindergarten class under this section if the child is at least three years of age and:

(1)
is unable to speak and comprehend the English language;

(2)
is educationally disadvantaged;

(3)
is a homeless child, as defined by 42 U.S.C. Section 11434a, regardless of the residence of the child, of either parent of the child, or of the child's guardian or other person having lawful control of the child;

(4)
is the child of an active duty member of the armed forces of the United States, including the state military forces or a reserve component of the armed forces, who is ordered to active duty by proper authority;

(5)
is the child of a member of the armed forces of the United States, including the state military forces or a reserve component of the armed forces, who was injured or killed while serving on active duty; or

(6)
is or ever has been in the conservatorship of the Department of Family and Protective Services following an adversary hearing held as provided by Section 262.201, Family Code.

	Region
	Name
	Phone
	Fax
	Address
	MC
	Supervisor

	1

500
	James Vardy

James.Vardy@dfps.state.tx.us
	806-742-9442 
	806-742-9196
	#7 Briercroft Office Park

Lubbock, TX  79412
	217-2
	Penny Howard-Sloan

806-354-5355

	2/9

250
	Debbie Welborn

Debbie.Welborn@dfps.state.tx.us
	940-658-1450

325-280-0614 cell
	940-658-3430
	P.O. Box 368

Knox City, TX  79529
	196-1
	Myrna Baquero

325-657-7390

	3

500
	Beverly Nelson

Beverly.Nelson@dfps.state.tx.us

	817-792-5273
	817-276-3931
	1200 E Copeland #400

Arlington, TX  76011
	013-8
	Barbara Johnson

817-792-5266

	3
	Elizabeth Garza-Higgens

Elizabeth.Garza-Higgens@dfps.state.tx.us
	817-792-5269
	817-276-3931
	1200 E. Copeland #400

Arlington, TX  76011
	013-8
	Barbara Johnson

817-792-5266

	4

500
	Sherry Lynn

Sherry.Lynn@dfps.state.tx.us
	903-763-2643
	903-763-4939
	305 W. Goodwin

Quitman, TX  75783
	266-1
	Dawn Dryden

903-533-4108

	5

250
	Judy Morris

Judy.Morris@dfps.state.tx.us 
	409-951-3498


	409-951-3489
	285 Liberty, 17th Floor

Beaumont, TX  77701
	028-1
	Tracy Redeaux

409-951-3381

	6
	VACANT
	713-394-4034

936-443-2763 cell
	713-394-4145
	2525 Murworth

Houston, TX 77054
	362-1
	Frank Chinh

713-394-4035

	6

100
	Tara Owens

Tara.owens@dfps.state.tx.us
	713-394-4194
	713-394-4145
	2525 Murworth

Houston, TX  77054
	362-1
	Frank Chinh

713-394-4035 

	7

150
	Erica Brewington
Erica.Brewington@dfps.state.tx.us
	512-834-3802
	512-339-5917
	1400 Summit Drive # 100

Austin, TX  78728
	016-5
	Randy Shell

512-834-3161

	8

150
	Felicia Penn

Felicia.Penn@dfps.state.tx.us  
	210-337-3040


	210-304-7739
	3635 SE Military Drive

San Antonio, TX  78223
	278-5
	Collin Gregston

210-337-3459

	10

250
	Joel Rodriguez

Joel.Rodriguez@dfps.state.tx.us 
	915-521-3862


	915-521-3847
	119 N. Stanton

El Paso, TX  79901
	112-1
	Lorie Maldonado

915-521-3969

	11

500
	Al Cardenas 

Alfonso.CardenasJr@dfps.state.tx.us
	361-878-3515
	361-878-7451
	5151 Flynn Pkwy, #515

Corpus Christi, TX  78411
	073-4
	Veronica Woods

361-878-7599

	12

250
	Kristine Mohajer

Kristine.Mohajer@dfps.state.tx.us 
	512-438-3148
	512-339-5927
	701 West 51st Street

Austin, TX  78751
	W-157
	Sally Melant

512-438-3238

	SO
	Sally Melant

Sally.Melant@dfps.state.tx.us
	512-438-3238
	512-339-5927
	P.O. Box 149030

Austin, TX  78714-9030
	W-157
	State Office



