February 18, 2000

To Potential Proposers:

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) is requesting proposals under Request for Proposals (RFP) #701-00-020 concerning Services to Assist in the Evaluation of Instructional Materials Submitted Under Proclamation 1998.  RFP #701-00-020 is authorized under Texas Education Code, §31.021.  Eligible proposers include nonprofit organizations, institutions of higher education, private companies, individuals, and regional education service centers.  Organizations or individuals currently associated professionally with textbook publishers intending to participate in the adoption of materials submitted under Proclamation 1998 are not eligible.  Historically underutilized businesses (HUBs) are encouraged to submit a proposal.

Texas Education Code, Chapter 31, requires that the State Board of Education (SBOE) adopt lists of conforming and nonconforming textbooks in the foundation and enrichment curriculum that meet essential knowledge and skills.  In addition, adopted textbooks must meet manufacturing specifications and must be free of errors at the time the contracts with publishers are executed.  Evaluation of instructional materials submitted under Proclamation 1998 will be conducted by state textbook review panels appointed by the commissioner of education.  State textbook review panel members will make recommendations for conforming and nonconforming lists to the commissioner of education based on their evaluations of assigned textbooks.  The commissioner of education makes recommendations to the SBOE, who adopts the textbooks.

Services conducted by a contractor will include:  (1) participate in on-site orientation and training of state textbook review panel members and assist with verification of panel member evaluations, (2) conduct follow up with panel members that complete evaluation assignments off site, and (3) participate in meetings with TEA staff as needed.

All services and activities related to this proposal will be conducted within specified dates.  Proposers should plan for a starting date of no earlier than May 15, 2000, and an ending date of no later than September 29, 2000.  One contractor will be selected to receive a maximum of $23,000 during the contract period.  Proposals will be selected based on the ability of each proposer to carry out all requirements contained in this RFP.  The TEA will base its selection on, among other things, the demonstrated competence and qualifications of the proposer and upon the reasonableness of the proposed fee.  The TEA reserves the right to select from the highest ranking proposals the one that addresses all requirements in the RFP and that is most advantageous to the project.  The TEA is not obligated to execute a resulting contract, provide funds, or endorse any proposal submitted in response to this RFP.  This RFP does not commit TEA to pay any costs incurred before a contract is executed.  The issuance of this RFP does not obligate TEA to award a contract or pay any costs incurred in preparing a response.

A complete copy of RFP #701-00-020 may be obtained by writing the:  Document Control Center, Room 6-108, Texas Education Agency, William B. Travis Building, 1701 N. Congress Avenue, Austin, Texas 78701, or by calling (512) 463-9304.  Please refer to the RFP number in 

your request.  For clarifying information about this RFP, contact Dr. Robert H. Leos, Senior Director, Division of Textbook Administration, Texas Education Agency, (512) 463-9601.  Proposals must be received in the Document Control Center of the TEA by 5:00 p.m. (Central Time), Wednesday, April 19, 2000, to be considered.

Sincerely, 

Ann Smisko

Associate Commissioner

Curriculum, Assessment, and Technology

Enclosure:  Form to request proposal by mail

REQUEST TO RECEIVE A PROPOSAL BY MAIL

PLEASE SEND A COPY OF:

Request for Proposal #701-00-020, Services to Assist in the Evaluation of Instructional Materials Submitted Under Proclamation 1998

TO:

NAME: 

ORGANIZATION: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY, STATE, ZIP: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: (
)

	To request an RFP, please complete this form and return it to:

Document Control Center
Room 6-108
Texas Education Agency
1701 North Congess Avenue
Austin, TX 78701


A copy of the RFP will be mailed to you within a few day of receipt of this request.

